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THE NEW 16 VALVE 
ASTRA GTE. 
(AROUND TOWN WE 
ECOMMEND THE 4 
SEATER VERSION.) 


The car you see on the left is an exceptionally 
powerful animal. 

It was developed by Vauxhall and validated 
by Lotus, to race in the 1989 Vauxhall-Lotus 
Championship. 

It can accelerate from 0-60 in a little over 
4 seconds. And on full throttle, it’s capable of a 
breathtaking 161mph. 

The immense power comes from a new 16 
valve 2.0 litre engine. 

The same engine, in fact, that powers the 
car you see below. The new 16 Valve Astra GTE. 
The GTE is, of course, more refined than its 
racing cousin. A roof, two doors, four seats, stereo. 
But have we sacrificed performance for 
comfort? Hardly. 

Sequential fuel injection and the very latest 
Bosch Motronic engine management system will 
rocket you from 0-60 in 7.3'seconds. 

Put your foot down and its 150hp could pull 
you along at 138mph. 

True, up against its racing stablemate it 
would almost certainly come second. 

But in the eyes of Car Magazine, it’s 

an outright winner. 

They describe its acceleration as 
quite simply ‘amazing: 

And its engine, they say, is ‘the 
most eager you'll encounter this side 
lof a Porsche? 

High praise indeed. 

For the road, we've also worked 
on the Astra’s handling ability. 
Power-assisted steering now comes 
las standard. 

We 
close-ratio gearbox. 


e given it a new 5-speed 
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We've improved braking by adding 10,2 inch 
solid rear disc brakes to the ventilated front dises 
we already have. 

We've modified the chassis by lowering the 
ride height, giving even better stability and traction 
on all road surfaces. 

And we've also uprated the suspension by 
fitting stiffer springs front and rear, and gas 
shock absorbers all round. 

But you'll only appreciate these differences 
when you get behind the wheel. 

To look at, the GTE is as elegant as ever. 

You may well spot the discreet 16 valve 
badges on both rear tailgate and front airdam. 

A closer inspection might reveal the twin 
rectangular exhaust pipes. 

But to us the real beauty in this beast lies 
beneath the bonnet. 

For further information contact your local 
Vauxhall dealer. 


THE 16 VALVE ASTRA GTE. 


VAUXHALL. ONCE DRIVEN, 
FOREVER SMITTEN. 
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ree times World 
Champion, Nelson will leave Lotus after two} 
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58 Outside Looking In: 
Laffite on F1 

Three years ago “Jolly Jacques” saw his GP career 
ended by a Brands Hatch crash - at the start of his 
176th race. As Johnay Rives of L'Equipe found 
out, Laffite is still in love with the sport. 


62 Love-Hate Relationship: 


Rene Arnoux 

Six years have gone by since the little Frenchman 

scored the last of his seven GP wins, Now he is 
abused by media, drivers and fans alike. 

PEL offered Amoux, through top French journalist 

Patrick Camus, the chance to answer back 
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in has ha ¢ 
Monza 
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somehow, has remained al 
ontroversy surrounding a 
y thar used to be paramount in sport 


team spirit 
McLaren, where Be will w xe 
year, chose Escoril ce 1¢ a celea: 


centred on that very is 
Prost’s perception of his crearme 


team, Much emphasis was laid on old 
fashioned values such as fairness and 
honesty, bur the saddese face of 1989 has 
been the accelerating decline of many of 
those values that once made this sport 
like all spore, worth while 

OF course a Grand Prix driver is the 
loneliest sportsman in the world, and 
no-one in his right mind would dream of 
trading places with any of the 26 who line 


up 16 times a season for our benefic 
Well not really for benefic 
because the face of the mater is chat they 
are in there to derive the maximum 
benefir for themselves. Quite right, coo 
this, more than any other spo! arcer 
threarens to be shore-liy so you might 
as well catch as much as you can of the 
money being thrown ar you these days 

But chat same Grand Prix driver is che 
vulnerable tip of a very large iceberg: a 
Grand Prix ream, without which he 
would quite simply be unable ro gee in 
the car and drive round and round in 


pursuit of individual glory and consider 


all che 


uble personal gain, Given art 


cane difficulties, ir is baffling to witness 


the breakdown of team spirit in an 
environment where it would seem at least 
45 iMporeane as One oF Ewo More horses 


Another 
driver's 


basic face of any Grand Prix 


life is the need co bear his 


team-mate, since he is the most immedi 
ate yardstick by which performance can be 


measured in the most high-performance 
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th rf 
« the vital ing 
rec ruction w 
followers are cager ¢ 


axis in thi 


the relationship 


Warwick and Marrin Di 


ers Derek 
and if 
anything 
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popular driv 
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finds much ¢ sad 
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loosely as ‘Racing 1s 
hile every driver has a 


but will it stand the acid tes 


One of Laffire 


Patrick Depail 


raphy 


1 Battle 


Jury 


best 


elf to himself with the 


equir 
ons available to fight his own battles, 


surely there is a parallel obligation to the 


m and to the sport 
You try asking Rene Arnoux that ques- 

Throughout the last few seasons he 
vas been berated, seemingly from all 
sides 1 within and withour the sport, 


nd rarely spoken out in self-defence. This 


gives Arnoux, through one of 


France's most respected journalists, the 
hance to answer back 

Ask ar Prix driver how his 

practice is going, and he will 

always refer to the need for 

alance. In the aftermath of Estoril, with 


talk of fines and suspensions in the air, 


there was not much sign of equilibrium in 
the Grand Prix vehicle itself. Team spirit 


vt be one way co get it back; or, to use 


mi 
another word in vogue — and in a much 
more important game a sense of 
solidarity 
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Unveiled prior to the Portuguese 
Grand Prix, where two examples 
were expected to appear; the long 
awaited Williams FW13, pictured here 
in its inaugural public run at Silver- 
stone, Patrick Head’s design featured 
a distinctive large air-box reminiscent 
of Formula One runners in the mid- 
Seventies. “It looks very aggressive”, 
enthused Riccardo Patrese, “it re- 
minds me of Concorde.” The car, 
powered by Renault Sport's RS1 67’ 
V10 engine, has a wheelbase of 115”. 
FW13 put in six laps at Silverstone 
on Wednesday after Monza, a full day 
there on Thursday and ran at Pembrey 
in Wales on the Friday. 


Elp semnat 


“Aggressive”. in Riccardo Patrese’s words - 
Williams FW13 al Silverstone ap rey 


On the Wednesday prior to th 
Belgian Grand Prix, Swiss businessman 
Joachim Luethi, believed to hold a 
controlling interest in the Brabham 
feam, was arrested in Zurich and 
charged with attempting to defraud 
___ his customers of some $100 million, 
> eae cpiate district attorney in 


The man himself has refused 
Swiss 


SS 


director Herbie Blash, speaking as 
we went to press, said no charges 
had been brought against Mr Luethi 
and that in those circumstances there 
was no comment he could offer. He 
has already indicated, however, that 
the team has sufficient alternative 
funding to see out this season. 


a 

Gordon Message has succeeded Peter 
Collins as team manager at Benetton, 
with whom Collins parted company 
after four years in which Peter built 
the team up into one of the front-line 
challengers to McLaren's recent 
supremacy. Commercial matters are 
now in the hands of Flavio Briatori. 


Adi 


qualify for one Grand Prix, “ sh) 
continue my profession as a driver ig 
other categories where the regul. 
ations are fairer,” Ghinzani said. 4 
veteran of 74 Grand Prix starts 
Ghinzani's best finish was a fifth a 
Dallas in 1984. 


a 

The Zakspeed team, which has failed 
to qualify for a single Grand Prix all 
season, is struggling for survival. It 
has already lost it’s West backing for 
1990, and word is that the team may 
not make the long haul to Japan and 
Australia to close out the 1989 


season. 


ea saw the Rial debut Gs hay 
fenri yhanel, a fugitive 10! 
ola Still no ine he bails 
qualify for the Belgian Grane oy. 
but at least he has taken his SP") 
ship from French television 8 
Ta Cing 5 with him as he * coe 
Volker Weidler. Former A°° 


Coloni designer Christian Van 
has 
Enrico Bertaggia has been a te 
stand in for Raphanel at Co, 


also joined Rial, while 


Nicola Larini, who currently 
for Osella, has signed an of 
contract with Ferrari for three years 
beginning in 1991 

It is said that McLaren director Ron 
Dennis has signed British Formula 3 
star Alan McNish to a similar contract. 


= 

With the Ferrari seat taken by Prost 
Riccardo Patrese will stay with the 
Canon Williams Renault team in 1990. 
He had been one of the top candidates 
for the Ferrari drive 


At a press conference at Monza 
Camel Team Lotus announced a new 
package for 1990, British drivers 
Derek Warwick and Martin Donnelly 


will replace Nelson Piquet and Satoru 
Nakajima. The team will use Lamb- 
orghini V12 engines instead of the 
Judd V8 engines used this year. And 
Camel will continue to sponsor the 
team. ‘‘We investigated a lot of 
options,” said W. Duncan Lee, Dir- 
ector of sponsorship for RJ. Reynolds 
(Camel!) Tobacco International. “We 
feel that Lotus has the best potential 
to fill our plans.” 

Team Lotus (the racing team) has 
no connection with Group Lotus 
which builds Lotus road cars. Group 
Lotus is owned by General Motors. 
Lamborghini is owned by Chrysler. 


this mean that General Motors may 


be building a Formula One engine 
Lotus will “lease " the engine from 
Lamborghini for 3.5 million dollars 
and the gearbox will cost another 
half a million dollars. 

As for Camel partially sponsoring 
other teams in 1990 (as it does 
Tyrrell, Benetton and Lola this year ). 
Lee said RJ. Reynolds has still to 
finalize its plans in that area. 


a 
Nelson Piquet will join Benetton 
Ford in 1990, Alessandro Nannini 


will remain with Benetton. Emauele 
Pirro, who is driving in place of the 
injured Johnny Herbert, will have to 
look for another Formula One ride 
next year. Pirro, currently on loan to 
Benetton, remains under contract to 
McLaren as a test driver. Herbert will 
be Benetton's test driver in 1990 
“Tam very happy that it worked out,” 
said Ford’s racing boss Michael 
Kranefuss. “I had a few discussions 
with Piquet; he wanted to know 
about Ford's future Formula One 
plans. I really think he is what the 
team needs - he is an experienced 
driver and he is still motivated.” 
Most of Piquet’s salary at Benetton 
will be paid based on the number of 
points he earns, 


e world champion Alain Prost 


nded months of speculation 
bout his future by signing to drive 
‘or Ferrari in 1990. 
Ferrari made the announcement on 


the Wednesday prior to the Italian 
Grand Prix, 

Prost's relationship with his McLaren 
teammate Ayrton Senna has deter- 
iorated to the point where they no 
longer speak to each other. And that 
was one of the main reasons why 
Prost left McLaren. 

“For me the thing that counts more 
than anything is to be happy,” Prost 
said. “To go to Ferrari presents an 
opportunity to find new motivation 
and enthusiasm. 

Mansell’s contract at Ferrari for 1990 
had given him “number one status” 
It marked the first time ever that 
Ferrari officially stated that a part- 
icular driver would be the number 


one 

Mansell, though, has agreed to share 
equal treatment with Prost. A telex 
from Ferrari stated that “Mansell and 
Prost will enjoy exactly the same 
treatment both in practice and races.” 


USF&G Arrows, who are parting 
company with Derek Warwick and 
Eddie Cheever, have signed Michele 
Alboreto as number one driver for 
1990. The 33-year-old Italian started 
this season with Tyrrell but switched 
to Larrousse at Hockenheim, As we 
went to press Arrows were still 
reviewing their options for a number 
two driver - with a fair possibility of 
an all-Italian line-up. 
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I m sure A.A. Milne have 
written a best selling children’s story 


could 


based on the Italian Grand Prix. He 
might not have fully understood the 
antics of certain people but the 


weckend would have assumed a more 
agreeable and comical slant had he 
taken a glass of wine or three at the 
Renault post-race barbecue in the 
paddock 

From there, for example, we were 
able to watch the Ferrari transporter 
attempt to take a short-cut through 
the back entrance. For Ferrari, most 
things are possible at Monza but this 
was literally pushing matters too far. 
The Larrousse truck was in similar 
trouble further down the road, the 
driver somehow managing to adopt a 
jack-knife position, with the added 
complication of a tree both fore and 
aft of the strickened vehicle. He was, 
as Owl remarked when Winnie the 
Pooh became jammed in Rabbit's 
doorway, ‘wedged in a great tightness. 
In a word, irremovable’. 

Pooh, having made no bones about 
eating all of Rabbit's honey, had to 
remain stuck fast until he lost weight. 
I never did see the end of the 
Larrousse predicament. The trans- 
porter could still be there for all I 
know although, given the light- 
fingered nature of the Monza deni- 
zens, it would be a mere shell by 
now. 

Ferrari solved their problem by 
removing a section of fencing to 
allow the truck to turn around in the 
car park opposite and then make a 
more dignified exit. 

There wasn't much dignity attached 
to the departure of the Honda Marl- 
boro McLaren team, Ayrton Senna’s 
car had been manhandled through 
the crowd, po-faced Honda techni- 
cians hastily mopping up the copious 
amount of oil which had found its 
way onto the outside of the engine. 
The driver of the other McLaren, 
meanwhile, was busy telling anyone 
who would listen that the engine 
which had just brought him nine 
points had not been as strong as 
Senna’s. It seemed like Pooh Bear 
wailing because the pot of honey 
which had fallen from the shelf and 
smashed onto the floor was bigger 
than the one he had in his hand. 

And all of this had followed an 
unpleasant little domestic scene 
when Ron Dennis had thrown his 
trophy at Alain Prost’s feet, the 
Frenchman having already handed 
his silverware to the crowd. I'm 
surprised the fans, more accustomed 
to the thrill of the steal, didn’t hand 
the cup back, 


THE 
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But I wonder if the recipient got out 
alive? And what if he took the cup to 
the pub that night and said the 
winner of the Italian Grand Prix had 
just given it to him? It would have 
been the same as nicking a Ferrari 
F40 and claiming you bought it for a 
song from a lady who said she simply 
wanted to annoy her husband. 

Prost knew that Dennis likes to keep 
all his hard-earned silverware, Alain, 
clearly, was having a bit of a laugh; 
just the sort of thing Ron had been 
telling us about at Monaco when he 
insisted that Prost and Senna really 
do get on quite well. McLaren, he 
said, was a fun team. 

Well, not any more it isn’t. Laugh? I 
thought Ron was about to burst into 
tears, 

Prost then administered another kick 
to the McLaren-Honda crotch at the 
post-race press conference. All he 
asked for was equal equipment and 
he didn't feel that was forthcoming. 
In other words, now that he had 
signed for Ferrari, he was not wanted 


The nine points earned at 


on voyage 


Monza amounted to excess baggage 
for McLaren and, even though he had 
won, the engine had not been good 


and Honda did not seem to be 
playing fair 

it was extremely difficult to know 
what to make of this lengthy mono- 
logue even though we half-expected 
it following his complaints about his 
engine during qualifying. According 
to Prost, we were the only people 
who had listened. Honda had done 
nothing and this was symptomatic of 
the treatment delivered to Nigel 
Mansell and Keke Rosberg in the past. 
In Mansell’s case, Honda had favoured 
Piquet in 1987. As for Rosberg, he 
remains totally convinced that Honda 
began to influence his performance 
once they discovered he was leaving 
Williams at the end of 1985. 

Yes, you say, but what about Keke's 
win at Adelaide? That was a clever 
tactic by Honda; give Rosberg a 
screamer, he wins by a mile and 
everyone wonders what he has been 
complaining about for the past few 
weeks 

That’s the theory. Doubtless Prost 
had all of this in mind at Monza and 
he seemed intent on pre-empting 
anything Honda might do by unbur- 
dening himself of his worries. And 
pretty mournful listening it was too 

But you have to admit that, from 
Monza on, the world watched and 
waited with more interest than before. 
The slightest hiccough in the beat of 
his V10 and elbows would start 
nudging ribs, fingers would begin 
tapping noses. ‘Prost’s right, we'd 
say. 

But is he? The media, whose job it is 
to relay this news to you, couldn't 
distinguish a dodgy engine any more 
than the England cricket selectors 
seem capable of recognising a decent 
First XI, Certainly, we didn’t need a 
degree in mathematics to see that 
Senna was 1.79 seconds faster than 
Prost during practice at Monza. 

So here was a sign that the most 
successful driver of all time had an 
engine which was difficult to drive at 
low revs. But there were also indications 
that Ayrton Senna is actually a faster 
driver — and Alain Prost is finding 
that difficult to take. Okay, maybe 
Senna is not that good and Prost did 
have a problem. But how much of it 
was self-inflicted? | certainly don’t 
know the answer. 

Then Prost said his car was not very 
quick in the early stages of the race, 
Again, there was evidence of that and 
you have to accept Alain’s word. But 
how do we really know? | would 


iW 


a 


suggest that we can't, hand on heart, 
say Alain Prost was being screwed by 
Honda any more than Ron Dennis 
can claim he knows everything his 
Japanese partners are doing. Ron can 
produce all the paperwork and tech 
nical evidence he likes but | refuse 
to believe there is not scope for 
manipulation of some sort or another 
should Honda care to indulge in the 
subterfuge which Prost believed to 
be taking place at Monza. 

Honda claim that both drivers had 
identical power during the race at 
Monza. They apparently have readouts 
to prove it. It’s a pity they didn’t 
make these available even though 
they would not answer Prost's con. 
tinual complaint that his engine was 
difficult to drive at low revs. 

Honda claim that is due to differences 
in driving style; Ayrton preferring to 
continually jab at the throttle as he 
keeps the revs high while entering a 
corner. It may offend the likes of 
Jackie “gently on the throttle, squeeze 
in the power” Stewart but, according 
to Honda, that's how Ayrton gets the 
most out of his V10. And it’s inter- 
esting that Prost occasionally had 
trouble driving the TAG turbo on 
tight circuits. Perhaps his driving 
style is indeed too smooth for his 
own good. 

So where does that leave us? At a 
Press conference where we listen 
to a nasal Frenchman dismember a 
celebration and turn it into a wake 
And that’s another thing. Why accept 
nine points with such bad grace? 
Well, if Prost is correct, then this 
Was indeed the best moment to 
choose. Say it had been his engine 
which had blown, any subsequent 
complaints would have been seen as 
sour grapes by Prost as Senna went 
on to win and bring the championship 
gap down to just two points. The way 
things turned out, he was speaking 
with candour from a Position of 
Strength. I just wish he had not 
laboured the point 

And, judging by the bemused expres- 
sions of the McLaren mechanics, they 
felt the same. The problem was that 
some of the criticism had reflected 
on the lads in the team even though 
Prost may not have meant his com. 
ments to create such an impression. 
Certainly, there had been a remarkable 
turnaround in a once warm and 
friendly relationship, 
Before practice began, the mechanics 
stuck a Ferrari badge on his car and 
left a bottle ‘of Italian wine in the 
cockpit. It was meant to be a light. 
hearted gesture but, by all accounts, 
Prost did not see it that Way, And 


things went downhill from that point 
on. 
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Now the McLaren team see Prost as 
having betrayed them; a Judas who 
has taken all the McLaren and Honda 
secrets to their main rival. So what's 
new in Formula One? 

Well, the feeling was that Alain was 
going to take a sabbatical in 1990 
and come back to ‘his’ team the 
following year. Whether it was Prost 
or an over-confident McLaren man 
agement who put forward this theory 
is difficult to say, Either way, the 
six-year old family partnership was 
dissolved in a bath of acid at Monza 
So we finished the weekend at Renault 
emptying the contents of several 
glasses and attempting to understand 
Grand Prix racing as it heads towards 
the Nineties. The barbecue, ironically 
was a throwback to more easy-going 
times when, with the day’s work 
done, everyone would stop and 
socialise. The thought of rushing 
home for a candle-lit dinner with 
your PR executive would have been 
as unacceptable as a morose winner 
Ferrari must be wondering just what 
they have let themselves in for. Prost 
insists he always tells the truth. It's 
a highly commendable virtue, one 
which Pooh Bear espoused with great 
enthusiasm. And look what it did for 
him. @ 


Neither diclosed what was said 
subsequently, but where Prost still 
has affection for, and loyalty to, 
the man he once regarded as 2 
close friend and confidant, it is 
becoming increasingly clear that 
the McLaren boss has had enough. 
At McLaren, trophies are a tangible 
sign of success. Take a look in the 
reception area at the Woking fac- 
tory and you'll see what I mean. 
Giving a McLaren trophy away '° 
the Ferrari tifosi was just '° 
much, tantamount to betrayal. 
Ironically, the real action at Monzit 
came after the race, rather as It 
had in Imola when all the © 
‘aggravation that has blown McLare 
Apart this year first erupted. What 
ever Alain said to Ron after the 
rostrum incident didn't preve™! 
him speaking his mind in the Po*" 
face interviews. And say what Y° 
about the little Frenchman 
| he always tells the ruth. He ras 
wrong, he may have based Pe 
sssments on faulty prem 
What he says is always 
he believes it to be. 
race and compete 
the same equipmen. 
instantly rekindling 1 
drama that was Cri 
co. You pou y dos 


screams @ 


the paddock. The Japanese com 
pany had gone to great lengths to 
‘explain’ how he had been changing 
gear too carly etc. in the immediate 


aftermath of that acrimony, and 
here was Prost coming out with 
the same ‘lack of equal equipment 
stuff all over again 


“My engine had nothing like the 
power of Senna's. Ask Mansell or 
Boutsen,” said Prost. And indeed 
both echoed his sentiments, having 
been right on his tail in the carly 
stages. That was partly due to 
Alain feeling his way on new 
settings, having opted for Senna’s 
just prior to the start, but after 
Ayrton had smashed everyone else 
ig by finding 1.3s bet- 
ween Friday and Saturday - and 
ending up 1.79s faster than Prost 
yas no shortage of paddock 


“Five clicks faster than Prost on 
the straight? It's obvious what 
they're doing,” said Mansell immed- 
iately, Keke Rosberg agreed. Both 
believe Honda favoured their team- 
mates at times when they had 
driven for Williams. 

“Saturday was a slower day than 
Friday, yet McLaren still found 1.3 
seconds...” said a rival designer, 
letting his words hang in the air. 
Ron Dennis was sufficiently moved 
to call a Fleet Street press conf- 
rence to stress how equal the 
machinery is, while Osamu Goto 
retained his inscrutability having 
spelled it out to the specialist 
press in Hockenheim prior to erasing 
their faces from his memory bank. 
There were those quick to point 
out Prost’s political nature, and to 
suggest his complaints were des- 
igned to dissuade either McLaren 
or Honda from even considering 
favouring Senna in the final four 
races, Both companies are adamant 
they haven't been, nor will be, but 
Jean-Marie Balestre threw his own 
can of gasoline onto the fire - just 
as he did last year - by saying on 
the rostrum how wonderful it was 
that Prost had won in a car with 
20bhp less than Senna’s. 

Some observers pointed to Prost’s 
fastest lap- Im 28.107s - which 
was achieved on lap 43, when 
Senna’s race best was Im 28.179s. 
On paper, it suggested Prost had 
been exaggerating. But from the 
start Ayrton admitted he wasn’t 
using full revs even as he pulled 
away, and that from lap 40 the oil 
light had been flashing an ominous 
warning. He had eased up even 
further, but nothing could prevent 
the lubricating oil getting on the 


wrong side of the Specification 
Four V10 and yet again Monza 
became his nemesis on lap 45 

Gerhard Berger was probably the 


one truly happy man on the ros 
trum, since it was the first time 
since Suzuka 1988 that his Ferrari 
had actually been around for the 
end of a race, He'd delighted the 
| tifosi with provisional pole on 


Friday, even though he didn’t get 
the latest spec qualifying engine 
until Saturday. Mansell had his on 
Friday, and was five thousandths 
adrift. Both were slower on Sat- 
urday, when Senna found all that 
speed, but though Gerhard lost 
morning warm-up time because a 
gearbox bush broke up, his car 
ran reliably to the flag. If he felt 
his equipment wasn't the equal of 
his team-mate’s, he certainly wasn't 
saying. 

“I didn't drive as hard as I normally 
do,” he admitted, “and seventh 
gear was slow to engage, but after 
all those retirements I really need- 
ed to finish. After a bit, your 
confidence begins to be affected.” 
From the start, Mansell’s Formula 
One/89 had a gearbox problem 
as the electro-hydraulic system 
was losing pressure after an O- 
ring had nipped during assembly 
As the race progressed that made 
gearshifts harder and harder. On 
lap 21 he finally succumbed to 
Prost, and on lap 42, just after 
Boutsen had muscled past at the 
second chicane after chasing him 
energetically all afternoon, the 
transmission’s pressure dropped 
altogether. 

Third was also disappointing for 
Williams, after Patrese had quali- 


[fied in the 25s, right near Prost. 
The FW12Cs were clearly close to 
the end of their development road 
| in Monza, with FW13 finally due 
to run for the first time at Silver- 
stone the following Wednesday, 
but at least they were reliable and 
could both run Im 28s fastest 
laps. Using another evolution 
engine, Boutsen stayed clear of his 
team-mate, who was troubled by a 
handling imbalance that pulled 
the car violently to the right 
whenever he backed off, and later 
by a worn out rear Goodyear. 
On Saturday Tyrrell’s prospects 
had looked bleak. Jean Alesi’s 
Friday afternoon times had been 
disallowed when his rear wing 
was found fractionally to infringe 
the endplate regulations, and it 
was raining when he climbed out 
of bed that morning. However, 
things dried out by the afternoon 
and he qualified an excellent 10th. 
Make no mistake, the young French- 
man clearly has a mass of talent. 

He duly bought his 018 home fifth 
in a clean drive that saw him resist 
attacks from Martin Brundle, Nelson 
Piquet and Ivan Capelli. All three 
got close, and the Italian even 
edged ahead on lap 16, but wisely 
Jean did not try to retaliate and 
simply kept up his own pace. 
Capelli had made a storming start, 
like team-mate Gugelmin the only 
driver apart from Pirro (Cs all 
round ) to decide against full Good- 
year Bs. After their qualifying aggr- 
avation, both Leyton House March 
racers opted for a mix of Bs on the 
left and softer Cs on the right. 
Ivan was flying in eighth - a 


position that ultimately would have 
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reaped him fifth - when his Judd 
EV blew up on lap 31. 
Piquet’s charge was blighted by a 
clutch fault that developed as the 
team changed his engine after the 
morning warm-up, and his race 
ended when Gachot got the second 
Lesmo wrong in the ill-balanced 
Onyx after a stop for fresh tyres 
and left the Brazilian with nowhere 
to go but the Armco. 
Initially, Sandro Nannini had flown 
the Benetton flag in a Boutsen 
hounding sixth (Pirro having been 
elbowed off on the first lap and 
lost all drive as a result), but 
following the Williams rooted his 
front tyres and after a very quick 
stop he had repassed Capelli for 
seventh when his brakes expired. 
That left Brundle a clear run to 
sixth, and his and Brabham's first 
point since Monaco. That was 
some consolation, since Stefano 
Modena had been disqualified from 
his 16th grid slot for failing to 
stop for a mandatory weight check 
on Saturday afternoon. With his 
tyres rotating on the rims, Brundle 
couldn't challenge Alesi, but he 
was nonetheless the best placed 
Pirelli user. 
Pierluigi Martini, and the Dallara 
duo of Caffi and de Cesaris had 
staged one of the race's few real 
battles for seventh in the closing 
Stages, the M189 slightly off-tune 
after a first lap clash with Albor- 
eto’s Lola, but though both red 
cars passed the Minardi, both 
suffered late engine failures, so 
Piero duly took the place from 
team-mate Luis Sala, who was 
promoted to the race by Modena's 
exclusion. 
Lola took nothing home after Alliot 
again impressed with seventh fastest 
qualifying time, a sticking throttle 
taking him out on lap two. Alboreto 
lasted only until lap 15, as he 
lefended 13th place froma gaggle 
comprising Warwick, Grouillar 
‘the Dallaras and Larini’s Osella, 
when the electrics cut out. 
Engine failures claimed Warwick 
10 started 
the back after stalling 
ation lap, while Gro 


with the teams drew the te 
pleasure from it. History insets ed 
well remember it aS the rac 
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For its firse half che Portuguese Grand 
Prix had looked every inch a winner, 
from the moments Senna planted his 
McLaren on pole on Friday afternoon 
and the Ferraris had got within spitt- 
ing, distance of ir the following day 

Round Estoril, both Mansell and Ber- 
er had rated their chances, John 
Barnard’s Ferrari was che best handling 
piece of kit in the place, and its 
10-15bhp deficit on the McLaren- 
Hondas would be minimised. Berger, 
in fighting form as ever, got the all 
imporcant jump on Senna ac the start, 
and then bliczed into a nine second 
Jead by the ninth Jap, Mansell, mean. 
time, was shaping up behind Senna, 
and piled past the Brazilian on the 
inside as they entered turn one on lap 
eight. The Ferraris were run ing away, 
Berger, however, had by his own 


softly, softly approach to a third World 
Championship, was hanging back in 
fourth, nursing a slight engine fluff 
ne incorrect tyre pressures, but he was 
ae eae With the latter prob- 
Goodyear runner 
tubber, dropping « 
of lap 28. 
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i ch / 
If race officials had gorte" peen lt 
e F 
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jima pulled similar moves on Derek 
Warwick and Michele Alboreto earlier 
The controversy that ensued knew oi 
sounds, MeLaren’s Creighton Brown 
wanted Mansell’s licence 


One or two of the Honda continge 


looked as if they wanted him shipped 
home to build a few bridges. Jean 
Marie Balestre spoke immediately of a 
one-race ban and a $50,000 fine. By 


the Tuesday evening, both had been 


ontirmed 

Bur juste who was in che wrong? The 
inswer was both drivers and both 
reams. 


Mansell clearly made che original 
mistake by overshooting his pit. He 
and Ferrari both chen mutually erred 
by reversing. Ferrari then sinned furch- 


irrelevance, Mansell was history, He'd 


Berger's fifth victory was ultimately untroubled 


(Alisport/Pascal Rondeau) 


Sweet success for Swede Stefan: Onyx on the rostrum 


ian Eagerly awaited, finally overheated: the Williams Renault FW13s 


went by easily, bur che Williams 1s 
currently a very tricky car co set-up 
properly, and Stefan was keeping ahead 
of Thierry Boursen even though the 
Belgian was beginning to make in- 
roads. 

Patrick Head's new cars were showing 
promise, bur in the cockpits the 
gauges were signalling alarm as the 
water cemperatures climbed ever high- 
eras the radiator ducts became clogged 
with debris. Both cars stopped with 
terminally overheated Renault V10s. 
Boursen ar che end of lap 60, Riccardo 
on lap 61 

Even running out of fucl on the 
slow-down lap didn’t spoil Johansson’s 
great day, even if Balestre did admor 
ish him later for failing to get on the 
After all the effort 
he'd put in, Stefan would hardly have 
tarried deliberately 

If Berger and Johansson deserved acco 
lades, spare a thought for Pierluigi 
Martini. He had staggered onlookers 
with third fastest time on Friday in the 
SCM Minardi, and that held up for 
fifth on ch 


rostrum in time 


id. Against expectations 
he held chat place ahead of both 
Williams, and stayed there despite 
their intense pressure. And as Prost, 
Bei 
he moved smoothly up to second. Fora 
brief moment that the Minardi mecha- 
nics later treasured, he even led a 
Grand prix on lap 40 as Mansell made 
his stop! 

Berger soon deposed him, but it was a 
marvellous achievement for both Piero 
and Giancarlo Minardi’s eager little 
team. As the race progressed, Martini's 
neck began to give out, and his 
replacement set of Pirellis didn’t have 
che grip of the first, but fifth place was 
thoroughly merited and a great fillip, 
although a corally just world would 
have given him third 

In the actimony there was also bright- 
ness for Jonathan Palmer, as he drove 
quickly and well co grab che final point 


and then Senna pitted for tyres, 


on 
for Tyrrell. In the absence of no 
qualifying ream-mare-for-the-race 


Johnny Herbert 


ing the European ! 
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regain some of his 
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F3000 title at Le 


Palmer was able 
old confidence and was delighted that 
his effort had finally reaped something 
worthwhile after a career-damaging 


season 
Senna and Mansell weren't the only 
ones to exit after contact in a fairly 
Alex Caffi and Nelson 


Piquet eliminated themselves for a 


bloody race 


fight for 11ch 


nd possibly that final 
championship point) when they cang 
led on lap 34, and Derek Warwick 


darnaged the nose his Arrows by 
hitting the back of Luis Sala’s Minardi 
as the Spaniard missed a shift. As he 
struggled back to the pits Derek had a 
sizeable shunt as a result of the lost 
downforce, and nearly took our Philip- 
pé Allior’s Lola as he staggered off the 
course 
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really strongly to come from 26tk 

lap one to seventh, had enou 
hand 

For March there was to be no repeat 
8 resule 
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Italian retiring early with eng 
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Gugelmin, who survived poor har 
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sidelines, Pirro was also out 
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seized damper 
while Roberto 
Cheever fared no beteer in che race 
in qualifying 

The Brazilian had run really We 
15th on the grid, buc chen vaulee’ 
Cheever's Arrows in a misunders’ 
ing. In the race he quic Wi 
recurrent misfire, while Eddie 

wall when his Arrows’ engine 

an inopr 


hit 


then chimed in at 
moment 


Por Prost, then, things loos 


he headed for Jerez. He had © *") 
One of the final chree races €0 ¢! 
championship, whereas Sent " 

to do, with norhing Phat 
victories needed co keep his 
Crown. Prost’s one real disapP' 

Was the absence of Mansell. © 
many had tipped as a likely 
victor - 


PORTUGAL 


Autodromo do Estoril 
24th September 1989 
Circuit Length: 2.703 miles/4.350 km 


Laps: 71 


j 


Drivers’ 


World Championship | 
1 


Constructors’ 
World Championship 


McLar 


28 
2 
6 


8 


Official Starting Grid 
1 


Race Classification 


Non-Pre Qualifiers 
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N.. for che first time in L989, a 
Grind Prix was notable more for the 
incidents that occurred off the track 
than on it, 
The circus rolled into Jerez the week 
after Estoril, on a wave of fresh 
acrimony following the now famous 
Mansell reversing act in the pits and 
his subsequent ignorance of the black 
flag and coming together with Ayrton 
Senna. 
The Thursday prior to the race, Nigel 
had convened press conference in the 
paddock, ro tell the world chat quotes 
elsewhere in the Italian nacional daily 
media had been fabrications, and to 
explain his conduct. 
Ac the cime he hoped his appeal would 
be heard the following day, in time for 
him to commence qualifying on the 
‘Sarurday. 
It was a fairly emotional mecting, as 
‘fone would expect from a fairly emoe 
fonal man. He raised a number of 
criticisms againse Senna and the 
/MeLaren management, and he de- 
Ferrari to the hilt, and 
again he denied having seen the black 
flag ut all, co the point where some 
an to wonder if a misplaced sense of 
wasn’t | him to defend | 


none too weiled threar co quit F1 if his 
appeal wasn't upheld, bur chat back- 
fired when FISA decided it didn’t have 
the time to convene a special court of 
appeal before the race. It had, miracu- 
lously, had time to hold an emergency 


5 
i 
i 


he 
hander behind the hee fight 


Roa Dennis 
British press in for 4 little 


(0 Bee sucked 


He obliquely took another swipe 
him by telling those present who 
didn’t already know about ic chat ¢l 
McLaren Christmas parey che previous 
December had feacured a cabaret wit! 
Murray Walker dressed as a ringmastt 
and a monkey playing che role 0 
} Mansell. Ir was a neat liccle ewist oft! 
knife. He called che Briton a le 
dismissed his claims noc to have se 


the flags as ‘horseshic’, Ic was Denn’ 
in full space 

Te was quite apposive, if ironic, 
chat and cosy lieele film show sk 
take place in the opulent McLavet 
Motorhome on che outside of 
dangerous bend, not only becass 
has now been christened the be 
Ferrari curve, bur also because no" lot 


afterwards the mororhomes f ul 
hy small 


Rial los 


ved hate 


hac c 


pristil 


Sides were being peppered Wt 
bore gravel as Gregor Foirck’s 
Part of its rear wing and plunge’ 
into the cyre wall. Ir sec in met" 


encs et 
fresh chain of concroversial eve" 


Would embarrass Dennis 


out! 
The black fags eventually cam’ ident 
Signal the severity of the spun 
(hich only shook up the Ms 


Swiss), bur chey were of mine! 
To!Mr Senna, He was our of 4° 
lap, so he chose co ignore a " 
tules say a driver must 


procees 


r/finish line of 

ifely in che bag. I 
red flag. It was a caval 
many throa 


in Portugal a ‘ 


after Senna 
had earl 


Dennis, who 


rror in not informir 


black flag 
Estoril 


sooner thar 


said he fele th 
$20,000 fine was justified 
said co his driver in privace \ 
been worth hearing 

But was $20,000 punishment 
Many 


Senna had 


observers took che 
made a final gest 
defiance at Mansell 
His 


trashed, bue with five minutes left he 


lap. times to that poine were 


went faster, and the following day he 
ensured that he started from his 40ch 
pole, In the race, he ran away and hid 
Ie was just as well, He needed to win 
all three final rounds, and nine poines 
from Jerez were essential 

He drove a beautiful race, as he so 


often does, judgi 


g his opposition co a 


tee, Berger, flying a lone and unchar 
acteristically genteel flag for Ferrari at 
the start, let Senna ourdrag him even 
Rio, Hockenheim 
Estoril the boo had firmly been on the 
He attacked thereafter, but 
the McLaren was always a match for 
the 


though in and 
other foot 


Ferrari 


and che contest never 
looked too serious beyond the 15 lap 
mark. Gerhard knew ir, and drove 
accordingly. When the V2. began 


pumping out an unsightly cloud of oil 


mist, mainly in the sixth gear left 


handers, from lap 48 onwards, his role 
became one of high-speed nursemaid 
rather than potential championship 


hope stealer 


Thoroughly detuned after further bit 


ter arguments with Dennis, Alain 
Prost took all he could reasonably have 
hoped for from Jerez: third place, This 
time last year he won the one race 


McLaren's Steve Nichol 


beyond the team's reach 


had believed 
bue McLar 
1989 is no longer a Prost stronghold 


He fought not only his emotions, bur 


also his gears throughout, much as he 


had done through qualifying, reckoned 


he missed at least one shift per lap, and 
called himself a taxi driver as he 
savoured an extra point in his cam 
paign, Dropping his ewo points from 


Mexico had left him with a nett score 


of 75 from the 11 races a driver may 


ari fills a McLaren sandwich — but Berger 


up crumbs from Senna’s table AUlsport?Pa 


Jere w, from chose 


ints he suberacted his next 

¢ score, three in Hungary, That 
re poine chac was lefe kepe che gap co 
senna to a vical 16, which meant 
Ayrton had to win both final mices to 
succumbed in 
Prost 


would cake his chird championship: 


win che title. If he 


either, no matter to whom, 
Mansell, his 1990 team-mate and an 


ally wich no love lose with the 
Brazilian, was out of che picture in 
Spain, punished for nearly upseccing 
che championship’s chances of lasting 
right down to the final race, and how 
the Spanish GP missed him. 

In his place, Martin Brundle and Jean 
Alesi did their 
proceedings with their stout conrese of 
eighth place initially, in the wake of 


the three leaders, Riccardo Pacrese and 


urmost to enliven 


Thumbs up: first point for Alliot this 
the Lamborghini engine 


ar, first-ever for 
Wohn Townsend) 


the two other surprises, 
Martini and Philippe Allioe 
Ie was quite a rough-house beewixt 
Brabham and Tyrrell uncil Alesi found 
the way by, gave a little flick chae 
forced Brundle to coat his right-hand 
tyres with grip-reducing dust, and 
then blew into the distance in pursuic 
of Emanuele Pirro’s Benetton, which 
had jumped che Brabham on lap nine. 
Indeed the scrap had already forced an 
angry Sandro Nannini inco a spin with 
the other Benetton, and he then threw 
his B189 into the gravel in curn one in 
his hasce co recover. He would norsbe 
alone, 

Satoru Nakajima didn’t gee furcher 
than che second corner of the first lap 
before spinning and inflicting damage 
on a passing Capelli, Luis Sala would 
take ouc Mauricio Gugelmin in che 


Pierluigi 
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No controversy over pit stops this time: Berger's Ferrari was stationary fr just 6.2 seconds 


had electrified in practice, carrying on 
where he left off in Estoril and setting 
fastest time on Friday morning. In the 
afternoon and on Saturday morning he 
remained up there, second in each 
session, and only on Saturday afternoon 
did 2 front row start finally begin to 
fook unlikely. Shortly after his race 
stop for some of Pirelli’s effective 
tubber he climbed a kerb and spun 
across Cheever's nose, and when he was 
unable co select reverse he had to call it 
aday. 

The young Roman, meanwhile, had 


other Leyton House March as they 
battled for ninth place on lap 48. 
Nicola Larini crashed heavily but 
without injury when his well qualified 
Osella’s suspension broke. after seven 


Japs. And the two Arrows drivers 
managed to make contact in confusion 
. over a De Cesaris tyre stop! 

The saddest spins were Martini’s and 
Pirro’s, though. The Minardi driver 


Prost kept quiet all weekend — and one point meant 
‘Senna needed to win the last two races 
Sooring Pctres; 


term choice, but in ; 
he was deprived of fo, 
aggressive Alesi as | 

for a third set of Cx: 


second had produced 
steer ro ruin any hoy 
troubled Prost in sig|, 
man continued 
baulky gearshift 
The final laps posed a dilemm, 
however. Should he push hay 
Senna, who had juse lapped 4 
eased off as the Brazilian, , 
leg cramp, as well as fading 
transmission? If so he faced the , 
cover another lap if h¢ unlapp 
himself, which he didn’t wary’ 
trapped as he was behind the yp, 
he presented an attractive tarp, 
Patrese as he hungrily mad Up gr 
on a set of fresh Goodyears of sj , 
compound. It was enough to b; 
Ken Tyrrell to frantic life on the rad; 
and was one of the few ge 
interesting points of an exceptions 
dull affair, and Alesi duly clung on jy 
fourth by a whisker as Pacrese lunge: 
for the line. 

Alliot’s sixth was significan 
encouragement for Lola Larrousse and 
Chrysler Lamborghini, even if Philips 
is almost certain to be replaced new 
year by Eric Bernard and Aguri Suzu 
ki, and the engine's second consecutiv 
finish did not escape the troubled 
Warwick as he unsuccessfully bated 
the delayed Piquet to the line fo 
eighth place. He, of course, will hiv 
one in the new Lotus 102. 

Had he kept going, Keke Rosbetz 
young protege JJ Lehto would ha 
finished ahead of both, possibly eves" 
the points in the sole Moneytron n\* 
to make ic through prequalifyins ; 
his proper F1 debut he looked ent’ 
at home as he played an inicial sg 
game as pare of a crocodile * : 
comprised De Gesaris, che ewo Ate” 
Sala and Boutsen, buc gearbox fail! 
sidelined him before he had a cha" 
show his real mettle. he 
Those were the worthy points. 
they were, Bur how would Mi 
have gone? Could he have Pr 
Senna? They were questions “ 


to 


ope 
brake 


» book 
belonged only in che history 
but almost certainly, in bis “) 


Wound-up stare, he would Oe 
very, very quick. Instead, his 5: 
rately needed to 


‘the final three races didn 
ible after all. 9 


Official Starting Grid 


McLaren 
Ferran 89 
Wilhams 
Benetton 


Dallara 8 


oF nship 15 AGS 1 
stability into his epamer f win lols ; 
Paign. Suddenly, the task on * 
the Ce 


No. 


SPAIN ” 
2 
Circuito Permanente de Jerez 23 ia 
Ist October 1989 6 
u 
Circuit Length: 2.621 miles/4.217 km 7 
4 
Laps: 73 20 
| n 17 
|| 826 8 sella-DFR 
|| 3 n-Judd 3 Jonathan Palmer 123.082 
jA 19 Tyrrell-DFR 
} 22 Andrea De Cesaris 1.23.186 
2 9 Dallara-DFR 
32 J.J. Lehto 1.23,243 
12 Onyx-DFR 
A 3 16 ivan Capelli 1.23.401 
Drivers’ ; 4324 Leyton House-Judd 
World Championship 5 Thierry Bo 1.23,657 
Tee 3 10 Williams 
Apres 21 Caffi 1.23.763 
sty ie 26 Dallara DFR 
aero 18 Piercarlo Ghinzani 1.24.03 
4 kee ie Aauricio Gugelmin 24707 #15 Osella-DFR 
§ Thierry Boutsen i Leyton House-Judd 
6 Gerhard Berger 7 2 
7 Alessandro Nannini 7 Race Classification 
8 Nelson Piquet 9 
EI Jean Alesi 8 Pos. Driver No. Nat laps Time/Renr: 
10 Michele Alboreto 6 1 A Senna 1 Bra 73 (1.47482 
Eddie Cheever 6 G Berger 28 Aut 73 1.48:15.318 
Stefan Johansson 6 A Prost 2 Fra 73 1.48:42.052 
Derek Warwick 6 J. Alest 4 Fra 72 
14.‘ Johnny Herbert 5 R. Patrese 6 Ita 72 
15 Alex Caffi 4 P.Alliot 30 Fra 72 
Andrea De Cesaris 4 ADeCesaris 22 Ita 72 
Mauricio Gugelmin 4 8 N, Piquet ll Bra tus-Judd 71 
Pierluigi Martini 4 9D. Warwick 9 GB Arrows-DFR 7 
Stefano Modena 4 10 J. Palmer 3 GB  Tynell-DFR 1 
20 Christian Danner 3 RE Cheever 10 USA Arows-DFR 61 Engine 
21 Rene Arnoux 2 RE Pirro 20 Ita 59 Spunoff 
Martin Brundle 2 RA Caffi 21 Ita. Dallara-DFR 88 Engine 
Jonathan Palmer 2 || R MBrundle 7 GB Brabham-Judd 81 Spun-shock abs o/h 
24 Philippe Alliot 1 RM Gugelmin 15 Bra Leyton House-Judd 47 Accident with Sala 
Olivier Grouillard 1 RL Sala 24 Spa Minardi-DFR 47 Accident with Gugelmin 
huis Paros Sala i RT. Boutsen 5 Bel Willams-Renaut 40 Engine 
Gabriele Tarquini 1 R O.Grouillard 26 Fra Ligier-DFR 34 Engine 
RP. Martini 23 Ita Minardi-DFR 22 Spunoff 
Inly 11 best scores count R 1 Capelli 16 Ita Leyton House-Judd 23 Transmission 
Bo Ca R J.J. Lehto 37 Fin Onyx-DFR 20 Gearbox 
o RP. Ghinzant 18 Ita Osella-DFR 17 Gearbox 
Constructors * RA Nannini 19 Ita Benetton-Ford 14 Spun off 
World Championship ||; § vodens 8 Ita Brabham-Judd I Electrics 
R  N.Lanni 17 Ita Osella-DFR 6 Accident 
RS. Nakajima 2 Jap Lotus-Judd 1 Accident with Capel 


Fastest Lap. A. Senna 1.25 779, 109.999 mph/177.022 km/h 


Non-Pre Qualifiers 


Name 


i 
3 

4 

5 Tyrell 16 a 

6 Arrows 2 Non Qualifiers 
? 2 

8 


R. Amoux 


~ aste | 9 Brabham 6 mg 
sion brought an unpalacable ree Onyx 6 a P, a Repbenel 
many mouths. sp W 1L Minardi 5 ow ©. Foitel 
it was, the Spanish nen i ee 4 
Senna at a cme ot 19 uigie! 3 
cakewalk for Senna a eet 9 a : 


Car 
Ligier-DFR 
Rial-DFR 
Rial-DPR 


Name Car 

G. Tarquin AGS-DFR 

S. Johansson Onyx-DFR 

R. Moreno Coloni-DFR 

M. Alboreto Lola-Lamborghini 
B. Schneider Zakspeed-Yamaha 
Y. Dalmas AGS-DFR 

A. Suzuki Zakspeed-Yamaha 
O, Larrauri EuroBrun-Judd 

E. Bertaggia Coloni-DFR 


mele) = 


PARTING SHOTS 


THE LEAVING OF 


LOTUS 


ce 

i won the Championship in '87, 
and came to Lotus in '88 with nearly 
the same equipment, same engine 
to try to win the Championship 
easily. When I was with Williams, I 
had my first number one contract, 
and they did not complete the contract 
in the right way; we had a big fight 
with Nigel, we lost the Championship 
in ‘86, and in it was a struggle to 
win it. Anyway | didn’t think that was 
fair, because the contract was for me 
to be number one driver. If they'd 
run the contract like it was, I should 
have won in ‘86 and '87 easy, but we 
lost it in '86. 
“Then Lotus gave me a good offer; it 
was the same engine, and | thought it 
should be good to come here, The 
problem was, that after three or four 
months here I found the car was not 
as good as it should be. I think 
Ducarouge made some basic things 
wrong in the car: it was twisting too 
much, it was not sensitive enough — 
if you changed things on it you didn't 
feel much difference in the car. We 
lost a complete year like that, lost 
four or five races with the clutch, 
that's how it was until the end of the 
year. 
“For all these reasons together, we 
Jost the Honda engine for 1989: 
losing the engine, we lost all our 
chances... But I had a two-year 
contract, | could not leave the team 
because of legal things; and | lost a 
Jot of credibility in my driving, people 
were saying I didn't want to drive 
any more. It doesn't affect me very 
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NT 


much, but it does affect my chances 
of getting a good car for next year. 


“Soon I got in touch with the big 
teams, and told Lotus I was doing 
that. But I tried to bring Frank 
Dernie here, and now the car we 
have today is very good. We need to 
learn a little bit more about the car, 
fix Some things, do some little easy 
things to make the car just quicker, 
but basically the car is very good, 
very sensitive. But unless you have 
Power from your engine you have no 
stance to do anything. 
In my opinion, in what I know fro 
Lamborghini, they don't have resources 
to develop their V12 en; 


right at the begi 
doing the deine they're not 


yes ON next year, trying to see if 
have more chance of the Champic 
ship. I know what I am able to ¢ 
that ability is something that as 
driver you don't lose. Of course y 
get older, but you just do mor 
exercise and try to keep yourself 
shape 

“Formula One is much more comple 
now than when | came in; there's 
lot more interest, too, with the 
money, more people making mone) 
more companies investing a !ot 
money. The value of the driver © 
always getting higher and higher 
the time, because people invest * 
much money: they don’t want [0 ™ 
screwed by someone that’s not Ces 
ienced enough or quick enough z 
the basic facts about being a 6" 
Prix driver don’t change. YOU jus! 
want to get in a car and go 
still... 

“All my life is organised 
facing, everything I do 
motor racing. Of course 0 a 
T hadn’t had a chance t He 
competitive car for '90 1 would 
Stopped, at least for one year: ™", 
tried in another category" 
competitive, because the main ya 
is just to be competitive. But a 
the contract with Benetto © ii. 
think we can have a good Ye 
team has been unsettled, 1% 4 19 
think that’s all behind the™ #°° 9 
confident we can build on '* 
Set-up there.” @ 

Above Nelson in typical aclion — before 4 spi 
felitement from the Italian GP ‘ 


quick? 


in moto 
is aroul 
his yea" 


e 8 


| he interesting challenge at I 


is to build the team up t 
winning level and I think a 
people underestimate how g 
takes to do the engineering fu 

You can see now the fruits of J 
Barnard’s efforts which have probab 
been three years in turning Ferrar 
around. Unlike with a driver w 


he makes a cock-up, Imin 
later gets a chance to put it right 
you have a situation within a racing 
team organisation or with a design of 
a car where a mistake is made, you 
take a long time to rectify it. I think 
Lotus were in a situation where it 
needed changes. 

Looking at our new Lotus driving 
partnership for next year, it would 
be unfair of me to say anything 
negative, As a matter of principle I 
think any Grand Prix team should 
have the best drivers that it can 
afford. Now if that means spending 
$10m, $12m or buying Senna’s or 
whoever you might consider that to 
be, if you don't have that $12m then 
you can't do it. It certainly is the case 
that within a team that does not have 
certain resources that are necessary 
to build competitive Grand Prix cars. 
to actually spend $10m on drivers 
when you need a wind tunnel would 
be criminal lunacy in my opinion 

I think, too the Lamborghini V12 is 
very much the best engine available 
to us — and it does not imply a 
fundamental revision of the car. It’s a 
different shape, that’s all. It’s a small 
rearrangement of the central section 
of the car. You will get more horse: 
power the more cylinders you have 
If they would permit 16 you would 
probably be able to make an argument 
that 16 would be better still. Against 
that you have to balance the comp 
lexity and potential unreliability that 
such an engine may bring with it 
While reservations have been expressed 
about that engine's reliability, you 
have to recognise that the engine has 
not been in existence for very long 
and therefore the development time 
for it has been limited in comparison 
with the development time that has 
been spent on most of the engines 
that are front-running, But there is a 
hell of a lot more time before we 
race our Lamborghini engine for the 
first time 

We have a mock-up in the truck 
Until we look at the mock-up and the 
various drawings we will not know 
how long it will take to install it in 
an existing car, or alternatively 
whether we will have to wait until a 
new car is finished before we can 
run it 


20secs 


CHANGE AND CHALLENGE 


Being at Lotus, after my time with 
Williams, is a physically different 
thing. Lotus came from different 
beginnings, has grown in different 
ways as a result of the personalities 
of the team principals: it is very, very 
different, Tradition and history make 
themselves felt there, to a limited 
extent, There are a certain amount of 
positives and a certain amount of 
negatives looking at the past. Some 


people will have the attitude that 
this is the Lotus way of doing things 
which is positive, and others will 
actually want to do things the way 
they in the past, even 
though now it would not be a very 


were done 


bright way to do it, i.e. you do have 
to take the strengths and capitalise 
on them and actually eliminate the 
weaknesses by moving with the times 


a1 


Emphasising teamwork: Noel Stanbury welcomes 
(grealer democracy in the running of Lotus 
{Seoteg Petes 


I should think that 1989 as you know 
has probably been one of the most 
difficult years in Lotus's history, We 
have failed to satisfy ourselves in 
terms of track performance and we're 
very disappointed. And obviously the 
Spa situation was a bit of a problem 
for everybody, and came particularly 
at the time when morale was on the 
mend. [ think perhaps we had a slight 
over-reaction to Spa because — | 
make no bones about it — if all the 
balls land at the wrong time you are 
going to be in trouble, That is 
exactly what happened at Spa. It 
could happen to anybody, 

Over the last 2% years we have 
worked very, very hard establishing 
good professional relationships with 
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RJ Reynolds who are still the newest 
and biggest sponsors on the Formula 
One scene. We have been working 
very hard to maintain an association 
where we can develop for the future 
It has been Particularly difficult of 


course with the management situati 
1 t sit 
which has come t ‘f ee 


However, that has 
Opportunity for a ¢| 
actually delighted 
able to create a 5} 


© a lot of People in 


BLOW 10 what Monte filled 


= the aspects of 
a re ee it ee 
ae fiona end by weekend 


a ‘88 the 
are involved in Formula Cre 


begin to relate to an increasing 
professionalism and a much wider 
appreciation of marketing and p 
motion you can not relate (0 the 
professionalism and marketing a 
tudes of the big companies wh? are 
involved in it. 


he 
» have now 4s th 


I see what w i 
a lot o 


Opportunity to restructure * 
our thinking, implement a lot of net 
ideas and motivations for the ne 
with RJ Reynolds as our proc 
Partner, I am not somebody Od 
really likes to relate to the bys 
‘sponsor’. Historically, a sponsor , 
4 sponsor, It still has that sm 
altruism: at Lotus that is not the hi 
at all. Our principal sponser d 
committed to us a very large sundae 
Money indeed and we have © “iy 
to the fact that we are havinB iy 
investment in order to do # ! 
them. It is television, it is 4 T° 
ional opportunity. We have 108 ye ‘ 
these things for them. We |, 
change of attitude in the 
Will enable us to do that 
Tony Rudd has come if 
Wealth of professional ¢xP 


cast 


je he 7 
rien 


man who is a considerable 
to us. He is leading from the 
is leading by 
leading by dictate. He ha 
areas of responsibility with def 
broad guidelines 
involved in conceiving, but 
down to us chaps to get or 
the job. The management is rest 
to that as a management si 
better than any other that has | 
applied to Team Lotus in the p: 
more American, in some 
more Japanese style 


example r 


whict 


respects a 


Yes. | make no bones about it, | was 
very unhappy earlier this year. That 
really came to a head in July and I no 
longer feel suffocated. I feel I can get 
on and do the job far far better, and 
my ideas and inputs are much more 
appreciated and related to. [ shall 
continue my position as the person 
responsible for its commercial 
and marketing activity, and I would 
love to see the team re-establish 
itself as a market leader, rather than 
a market follower. I am enjoying the 
support of some very good people to 
do that. Now we haven't finished the 
reorganisation and the restructurings 
but I feel, we all feel, the necessary 
and various departments within the 
company could achieve that over the 
next few months. 


It is going to be very interesting to 
see what our media statistics are this 
year, particularly after the explosion 
that was recorded for 1988 on the 
T.V. side. I do not think there is a 
bubble that is going to burst, other 
wise you would not be getting the 
sort of commitment now that RJ 
Reynolds have made to us. | do think 
that perhaps in the next three or 
four years we are going to sce a shift 
of emphasis in terms of investment 


and sponsorship partners in motor 
sport and I think that there is still a 
great deal to be done within the 
basic structure of Formula One to 
make it more understandable, not 
more appealing, more understandable 
to the concerns within global mark 
eting. You can use it as a very 
effective promotional vehicle 


That has been the interpretation 
Peter Warr was a pretty good talent 


mportant us to maintain the 


evelopment and technical expertise 


that we have got next year with the 
new engine, and maintain an expe 
rienced person in the car. Now 


Derek Warwick knows all the puddles 
and bumps on the 16 locations we go 
to each year; he has a reputation for 
technical feedback, and is very aware 
of the marketing side of things 

We have been through an cnormous 
upheaval, as much psychologically as 
anything, in the last two months 
We've all got our balls in a row on 


I he first victory for a Lotus Grand 


Prix « 


ar in the World Championship 


was not achieved by Team Lotus 


themselves, but in a Rob Walker 
entered Lotus 18. Rob Walker, sti 
an active Formula One journalist 
remembers Colin Chapmar 

The first thing I had to do witk 
Lotus was when Colin Chapman pro- 
duced the Lotus 18 in 1960. Innes 


Ireland did very well in it, and beat 
Stirling Moss, who was then driving 
and anybody who could beat 
had to be 


remember how 


for me 
Stirling, well there 
thing in it! I can’t 
long it took Colin to make 


10 days before 


some 


our Lotus 
18, but it was ready 
Monaco. We 
Goodwood, and Stirling was absolutely 
I have a photo of 


went and tested it at 


delighted with it 


him doing a pas de deux when he got 
out of the car! That year it rained at 
Monaco in the middle of the race 


Stirling had never driven that car in 
the wet uithough he was the 
rain master of all time, he slowed 
down and let Jack Brabham through 
Next thing Jack was wrapped around 
a bus stop or something, Stirling got 
the lead back, it dried off 
went away for the first win that Lotus 


and 


and he 


ever had 

I had asked Colin for 
latest 24's, they 
the same very works 
cars, and this was I took 
them to Zandvoort for the first race 


two of the 
were to be 
latest 


A promise 


Lotus 
1s the 


the desk: without dismissing the 
past, we have to get on now and get a 
job done. The 1990 season will be 
interesting and inspiring. We're 
looking to put 
back at the forefront, but even farther 


Team Lotus not just 


ahead 


Lotus 
him and said, ‘Colir hougt 
giving R 


vere 


are more or 
bit of difference rk 
And John 


put his he a = 


cockpit and said, ‘O 
you've just left the chassi And 
of course it was the firs n yuc 


chassis in Formula One 


Colin was the most devi 


I've ever met in fe 
treated me w ery w 


he used to mak 


couldn't keep to! an he 
deviousness ame IF A 

incredible excuses would come out 
but when the cars were ready he 
would sell them to me very cheaply 
When the 72 came ut, Graham Hill 
was driving for me. We were in the 


next pit to Lotus at the 
Grand Prix in Jarama 


Spanish 


At the end of 


that long straight the drive shaft 
broke and Rindt went off. He came 
back - and being in the next pit I 


could hear everything - and said, ‘I 
never get in that effing car again in 
my bloody life 


to the 


it’s an absolute danger 
world!’ So I said to Graham 
What happens next? ‘Oh’, he said 
Colin will take him into a « 
talk to him for ten 
he'll get into the car and drive it off 


as if nothing had happened 


ener 


minutes, ther 
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BULLISH 
ABOUT 
FORMULA 
ONE 


L, 1990 Lamborghini will supply 
two Grand Prix teams: Larrousse 
and Lotus. Happy alliterations all 
round, but after just one year in 
motor sport's most competitive 
arena, how does Lamborghini's 
Managing Director Daniele Audetto 
view the recent past — and the 
season ahead? 


In one sense our first year was a little 
disappointing, because we thought it 
was not that hard — and it’s super- 
hard! We had a good start, because 
we finished the first race in Brazil, 
but of course we were not using 
maximum power: we had the old 
gearbox, the old, very heavy car, our 
task was just to finish, and that was 
almost easy, 

But then we had a big change in our 
structure, because we decided after 
Brazil that we wanted to make a 
parallel test, an alternative prog: 
ramme with Bosch. We felt with 
Magneti Marelli that we were not the 
number one team, not even number 
two, because of course Magneti 
Marelli was supplying first Ferrari, as 
part of the group, and then Renault, 
So we were last, we had some delays, 
we were unhappy... We told Magneti 
Marelli we were going to do an 
alternative programme — not racing, 
just testing — but they were very 
strict and said, cither you Stay with 
us exclusively or you go with Bosch, 
So at that point we had to make 
a very delicate decision, and we 
decided to go with Bosch, even 
though with Magneti Marelli it was 
starting to work quite well, We 
started from scratch, so we lost three 
or four races just to set up the 
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re) with [10 is right) 


management system, electronics, fuel 
injection — and now we are sure it 
was a good decision. But at first we 
did lose some time. 

The second problem we had is that 
at the beginning of the year we had 
a test programme with the Larrousse 
team. First the team ran into diffi- 
culties because of the Didier Calmels 
affair, and Gerard Larrousse had to 
take over responsibility for the 
financial side too; then Gerard 
Ducarouge made changes to the Lola 
chassis — it was only just ready in 
time for Imola, after which you have 
a race every two wecks, so it was a 
tush to have the second car, then the 
third. So we had actually to g0 to the 
circuit for official practice without 
any testing, and the Problems that 
arise come because you did not do 


Man wthamsson Mauro 
Foighen. eet Peary: 


@ man beh 


So I am disappointed, because w 
felt we deserved better results fron 
our racing. But even with all th 
problems I have explained, we mus 
still be happy, because in this firs 
season so far we qualified in even 
race. Look at the problems that hav 
hit Yamaha, an even bigger compat 
than we are, remember the first ye 
of Honda with Spirit... But doo 
forget we only started a year 3 
The first time the engine ran in i 
car was December 13th 1988, 
first time it ran on the dyno ®* 
exactly a year ago now (mid-Septe” 
ber 1988). But of course we # 
great name, and also behind lat 
orghini we have Chrysler, and j 
Tacocea is not the guy to 8° inf 
competition just for the sake of it 
wants to make the team and | 
orghini successful hav 
So what is our plan? You ca" 7 
the greatest idea in the world ae. 
you don’t haye the manpower ” 
the money you cannot concrets® 
We thought we were ready "7 
with a second team, a better c a 
and to make a proper test a th 
Programme. Because first of is iw 
car performed as well as ida a 
months ago at Le Castellet, ee i 
Circuit where we did a (5 for 2 
Was in front of Patrese, and © 
laps Patrese didn’t overt mis 
overtook him only because he Yc 
@ gear - the gearbox was nol ar ty 
at the time, Then Bernard, 19) nist 
Formula One race, was tight re! 
Berger all the time. So W° ec 
800d as Ferrari and Renault j 
two months ago. jab" 
But then because of the 


amt 


we 


problem that we dis 
during official practic 
the race, we had tc 
more on that side thar 
so we lost just 
Now w 


run a vé 


ment 
competitivity 
up the time 
programme during the wir 
that’s why we chose Lotus 


Lotus has three things for us 
First, historical 3 
name, second only to Ferrari. 5 

place Lamborghini and Lotus together 
is professionally and promotionall 


Lotus is 


fantastic. But promotion is not a 
otherwise it can turn into a boomerang 
good publicity at the start, then 


bad... Second point: they have a big 
budget, with a big sponsor, and the 
approach of Camel in motor sport is 
one we like very much. They are 
really a sponsor that is involved with 
the team, with the programme, not 
just a sponsor that puts its name on 
the car - it is more active. They have 
the financial resources to do what 
we really want - test programme 
development. Third, organisation 
technically, we think they are very 
good. Frank Dernie is very good 
Mauro Forghieri at Lamborghini likes 
Frank very much. On the driver side, 
Derek Warwick is very experienced, 
Martin Donnelly very promising. The 
whole team is making a fresh start 
They may not have a top-name team 
manager, but they have good people 
working very hard. And in the FOCA 
relationships which are also very 
important, I think Tony Rudd will 
bring to bear his power, his own 
merits, his experience. So with all 
these three things we think Lotus 
will help Lamborghini a lot to grow 
up 

It was not a case of Camel persuading 
Lamborghini to go to Lotus, or any 

thing like that. | must admit we had 
some talks with Camel, because they 
Were also a sponsor of Larrousse; we 
met with Duncan Lee (RJR'S director 
Of Sponsorship) last year, but that 
Was mainly about Larrousse. The 

Lotus team came when Tony Rudd 
and myself had a discussion at the 
German Grand Prix. I almost closed 
a contract with Brabham, in fact. It 

was close: we shook hands, Joachim 
Luthi sent me a fax, I was ready to go 
to Detroit for authorisation to go 

with Brabham, We started in Silver 

stone, then Hockenheim, and suddenly 

1 heard at Hockenheim from some 

Swiss journalist friends that there 

were problems. So just in 
before going to Detroit, I really 
wanted to take an alternative. That 
was when Lotus were also making 
big changes, so | went to say hello to 
Tony Rudd, a friend from the old 


case, 


we ited Tony 
id th on August 16th. We 
ssed the details of the contract 
went to London to meet 


Duncan Lee 


and together we came 
agreement which I must say is 
not Lamborghini-Camel, not Lamb 
orghini-Lotus, but the three of us in 
a triangle. I think too that Lotus are 
very glad to have the support of 
Camel in making this programme 
with us. Our contact is directly with 
Lotus; maybe in the future we shall 
also have a contract with Camel, but 
that is something separate to use and 
exploit the name of Lamborghini 
nothing to do with the technical 
side. 

Let me make it clear that Lotus are 
not buying engines from us. We have 


y straightforward 

It is not possible for us to 
must remain owners 
so we are leasing 

c he engines, with a forfeit, and 
the team just forget about the engines: 
do the development, we bring as 
many engines as they want, we tell 
the team when they've done enough 
hours, enough kilometres, we arrange 
everything. And we also manage the 
telemetry, that is 
our job. 
We expect to have to make about 50 
engines for next year. The telemetry 
that concerns the engine is our task 
but if Lotus want to use our telemetry 
to work on chassis, tyres, aero 
dynamics, we may have to arrange 
things so they can participate. The 
engine is our main responsibility 
Now we have 64 people, | am trying 
to go up to 90 to cater for two 
teams. I feel comfortable, because 
my President is backing my people 
Forghieri is making basically a very 
good engine, Chrysler is supporting 
us... lama happy man. & 


the electronics - 


[ear 


the beautiful grounds which surround 
her Norfolk home and looked back 
across the years. She showec 
No signs of anger or bittern¢ 
picked her way through the memories 
As she considered the present 
tions and difficulties of Camel 
Lotus and the past glories inspired t 
the team’s brilliant founder, her late 
husband Anthony Colin Bruce Chapman 
there was only one regret she cared 
to divulge 

I wish I had sat in and listened to 
one of Colin's little pep talks before 


ambi 


a race,” she said. “To know the 
secret. I wish I had found out what 
he said. He always spoke to the 
drivers. I called them his little ‘pep 
talks. He tried to motivate them and 


it nearly always seemed to work. I 
wish | knew that secret. We could 
certainly have done with a bit of it 
last year.” 

Seven years after Colin Chapman's 
death following a heart attack in 
1982, Hazel Chapman remains loyally 
committed to Lotus. Though she may 
not go to all the races and admits to 
deep feelings of nostalgia about the 
great days of the past, she has retained 
a deep sense of purpose and ambition 
for the Grand Prix team created and 
inspired by her late husband's genius. 
“I have never felt like packing it all 
up at all,” she said. “The only time I 
have thought about it is when the 
team is not doing very well and the 
results are bad! But I could not leave 
it. It is the team... THE TEAM... and it 
is obviously still very important. Of 
course everything is changing a great 
deal — it is all getting so expensive. 
But I have never thought of us 
packing in Formula One for a moment 
“I truly wish the team 
better. It is depressing not to be 
winning and last year was not a good 
year at all. The set-up down the road 
at Ketteringham Hall is more or less 
the same as it was before Colin died 


could do 


except that, in my view, we do not 
have a leader to take his — Colin’s 
—place. 


“I have confidence for the future 
though. I think the arrival of Frank 
Dernie as technical director has 
made some difference. He has cert 
ainly got on with the new car and 
that effort plus the result we had in 
Australia at the end of last season did 
us all a lot of good, Everyone has 
responded very well and we are all 
very optimistic.” 

Mrs Chapman's undiminished enth 
usiasm for Lotus has no doubt been 
fuelled this year by the involvement 
of her 26-year-old son Clive who has 


joined the modern Camel Team Lotus 
to “learn the ropes”. Like his father, 
Clive graduated from University 
College, London, with an engineering 
degree before joining Price Water 
house and learning, in addition to 
the intricacies of accountancy, “how 
to work’ 

Clive, who has two older sisters Jane 
and Sarah, has 
rebelled against his family, but 
stressed that his decision to join “the 
team” was a personal one and had 
nothing to do with any sense of filial 
purpose. 

“Tam only doing it for myself and not 
for my father at all, I have always 
wanted to be involved and always 
considered Team Lotus to be my 
future. Obviously, things would not 


never in any way 


be as they are if Colin Chapman had 
not been my father, but that is not to 
say I am doing this for him. No. | am 
doing it for me 

Early inklings that he might like to 
take up a career in racing himself 
were comprehensively quashed by 
his father’s tactical move in steering 
him instead towards powerboat racing 
‘IL would have liked to be a driver, I 
think. But my father stuck me in a 
powerboat instead and I enjoyed it 
for a few years. Now, of course, | am 
too old to go racing. 

Like his mother, Clive has a strong 
sense of nostalgia when thinking 
about Formula One. Both regret the 
modern age of rampant commercialism, 
the involvement of the international 
sponsors and the influence of the 
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The man whose pep aks 


engine-suppliers who, in Mrs Chap- 
man’s view, have reduced the sense 
of unity and team spirit which once 
characterised the Grand Prix pit 
lanes 

“We don't want to sound like a 
couple of old moaners complaining 
about everything.” said Clive, who 
has come to terms with the modern 
realities of the racing world without 
any loss of his sense of purpose. “But 
it really is not how it was at all and, 
like a lot of other people, we miss 
the fun and sense of camaraderie 
there once was everywhere.” 

Mrs Chapman now finds she derives 
the greatest pleasure in her life from 
the grounds and gardens of East 
Carleton Manor and, as a result, she 
ges to no more than two or three 
races each year. “The grounds are at 
their best during the summer and [ 
don't like to keep going away,” she 
said. “I don’t really miss it at all. If 1 
mise anything, it is the people. 

“We used to go everywhere and 1 
suppose I have been to ail the 
circuits | used to love Brands Hatch, 
Spa and the Nurburgring. | still go to 
Monte Carlo cach year and | also 
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wishes she had listened in on’ Colin Chapman 


loved Austria, Colin always loved 
Italy. He thought it was wonderful to 
race against Enzo and to beat him on 
his own ground. 

“That sort of feeling has gone now 

though. There are so many distant 
big sponsors involved and so on 

Now it is so much more like a 
business. It is all run on a more 
businesslike footing and we have had 
to do the same, It makes it more 
competitive, but we shall carry on of 
course as long as we have the support 
to do it,” 

As she talked Mrs Chapman revealed 
a restless energy. She adjusted pictures 
and ornaments to her satisfaction —a 
framed photograph of Colin Chapman 
stood on the piano — and became 
increasingly enthusiastic about the 
future of Lotus. She made it clear she 
disliked publicity and the disruption 
of the Formula One team by foreign 
elements and outside influences in 
roughly equal measure 

“We had a lot of faith in Gerard 
(Ducarouge) and we did very well 
for _fwo of three years, but the 
feeling is not the same as when you 
have British People together.” she 


said. “The team spirit is 
was great when we 
(Dumfries) because we 
and had a good time 
makes a difference 
Considering the recent px 
which Camel Team Lotus 
lied engines by Honda, M 
nodded in agreement as 
“They were marvellous t& 
and very professional, but 
with Judd engines and the 
involvement means it is up 


us alone to demonstrate the ten 
of the Lotus team 
Without saying so, Mrs pma 


conveyed the impression tha 
was nothing she would lik 
than to see a British driver il 
with a British engine winnir 
Grand Prix, She also suggested 
would be delighted if Lotu 
regain their once-proud reputat 
as the leading innovators in Fi 
One design and technology 
[think research and developmer 
very important and we are cc 


lot now,” she said. “It is what Lot 
has always been good at and wt 
Colin did brilliantly 

Her words prompted old image 
the early years of Chapman's Va 
days with Frank Costin in the 
1950's, the Lotus launch a 
Grand Prix debut in 1958 with 
Lotus 16, the brilliant Lotus 


launched at Zandvoort in 1962 
trend-setting milestone in the 
lution of Formula One cars 
first with a rigid aluminium mon 
coque, the title-winning season f 
Jim Clark, Graham Hill, Jochen Rind 
Emerson Fittipaldi and Mario Andrett 
the wedge-shaped Lotus 72, the ‘w 
car’, the Lotus 78 

Grand memories all, but tinged wit 
sadness — Clark's death at Hocke 
heim, Rindt’s at Monza and Hill's 
an aircraft accident in 1975. Haze 
Chapman had seen it all 

Yet still Hazel Chapman and her * 
Clive retain deep respect for the pa 
and the present when many othe! 
might have cut and run. And the 
have maintained a loyal appreciat 


for the work of the men who inherite* 


the job of running Team Lotus 

But what would Colin Chapman h® 
made of it all today? What would 
think if he could return and take 
look at the modern Camel Te 
Lotus? 

“Oh, he'd be amazed said 
Chapman. “He would be surprisé 
the whole thing was still goiné 
don't think he would have expec" 
it to have carried on as it has at? 
and he would probably be delight*‘ 

s 


M 
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British 
racing 
and 
green. 


Britain’s new chargecooled Lor 
produces 264 bhp and reaches 60 my 
the way to a possible 163 mph, where con 
regulations allow 

Speed, however, should never be th 

Racing experience, gained over 4€ 
circuits of the world, has enabled us to de 
on the celebrated chassis, suspension 
endow the new Turbo SE with enor: 
as well as unsurpassed levels of handling and ride in line with 
its enhanced performance. 

And in keeping with the times, 
latest addition to the Esprit range has a 
catalytic converter for a cleaner 
environment, and runs only on unleaded YQ 
fuel 


2 in 4 


ms reserves of safety, 


This brings a whole new 
meaning to British Racing Green 


Handling, performance 
and style 


es 


Shown above, the new Lotus Esprit Turbo SE £42,500 ine car vax & WAT 
s Brochureline an 01-253 7073 (24 hours ws Cars Limi 
1 test drive with your nearest dealer or for a brochure, call the Lotus Brochur : rams PDair Lone aa 
Exclusive Lotus values are available with three Esprit models, of with 7: 
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Nelson Piquet and Sat 
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Fron ng MSs age Derg radar 
1 undert 
= ig _ rake cooling and aerodynamic ‘hub caps’ 


Prensa 
g 
s 


41 


to be part of the 
team. 
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THE STORY OF JIM CLARK’S 
FIRST WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


uring the past two years we 
have become accustomed to the 
overwhelming superiority of the 
McLaren-Hondas driven by Ayrton 
Senna and Alain Prost. Back in 
the mid-1960s Formula One racing 
was dominated almost as convin- 
cingly by Lotus-Coventry Climax 
cars driven by Jim Clark, who was 
World Champion in both 1963 
and 1965, and who also enabled 
Lotus to become Constructors’ 
Champions virtually single- 
handedly on both occasions. 


The writing was on the wall as early 
as May 1962, when the Lotus 25 — 
the first-ever single-seater monocoque 
— made its debut at the Grand Prix 
of the Netherlands. Ferrari had 
dominated 1961 by virtue of being 
the only team with a new engine (a 
V6) for the 1.5-litre Formula, but 
even so they had won only five of the 
eight races, the other three going to 
4-cylinder Lotuses driven by Stirling 


BY DAVID PHIP' 


Moss (2 wins) and Innes Ircland 
(one ). 

The Lotus 25 was effectively a pair of 
fuel tanks with a Coventry Climax V8 
engine mounted rigidly behind them 
This engine had first shown its 
potential in the latter part of 1961, 
fitted in tubular Cooper and Lotus 
chassis, and with the extra stiffness 
provided by the Lotus monocoque it 
was clearly more than a match for 
the Ferrari V6. 

In its first two races the 25 retired 
with gearbox trouble, while leading 


a3 


7 


Pe 
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at Zandvoort and while in second 
place at Monaco, but Clark won 
easily at Spa and was leading at 
Rouen when a suspension ball-joint 
worked loose. In the remainder of 
the season he notched up three pole 
positions (making a total of six for 
the season) and two wins, but was 
pipped for the Championship by 
Graham Hill's BRM — and by a loose 
ae in < oil fine at the final race. 
early there was a deal 
reed wie ich no teol 
major changes were made 
Lotus 25 during the winter tale 
1963 version of the imax 
V8 had a shorter stroke (2.03 inches 
instead of 2.36 inches), and Lucas 
fuel injection rather than Weber 
carburetters; this change had been 
introduced in South Africa at the 


= Ciark leads trom the start 


and Ginther and not taking 


until lap 18 — after whict 
steadily away until hi 
seized as a result of select 


gears at the same tin 
problem similar to the 
caused Senna to spin ot 


at Silverstone in 1989, but 


case there was no advance 
There were no such problem 
where Clark led from s 

in pouring rain to rec 
of four successive victoric 


daunting 8.76-mile Ardennes circ 


with McLaren's Cooper almost 5 
minutes behind in second place 

It was a similar story at Zandvoort 
except that it didn't rain, and from 


pole position Clark not only led all 
the way but lapped the whole field! 
During practice the gearshift gave 
cause for concern, but in the race it 
performed faultlessly 

At Reims, noted (like the pre-chicane 
Monza) for slipstreaming, Clark 
somehow managed to shake off all 
his pursuers to win (again from pole 
position) by over a minute, cven 
though his engine went off-song anc 
forced him to change up at 8000 
rather than the customary 9500rpm 
He was helped somewhat by a rain 
storm in the second half of the race 
but would probably have held on to 
his lead — despite the engine problem 
— even if it had remained dry 
Silverstone brought another Clark 
win from pole position, though this 
time he started gently and didn't take 
the lead until lap 4, But by the end. 
even though he was easing up, there 
were only two other cars on the 
same lap. 

At the Nurburgring there was 
hiccup in Clark’s progress: his engine 
was on seven cylinders for most of 
the race, and as a result he finished 
second to Surtees’s Ferrari after 
starting once again from pole position 
The six points nevertheless meant 
that he would be World Champion 
unless either Surtees or Hill won all 
of the remaining four races — which 
they lost all chance of doing when 
Clark won by nearly a lap at Monza 


after a long slip-streaming battle 
with Surtees, Hill and Gurney, all of 
whom retired. 

Having won both Championships with 


three races still to be run, Clark a 
Lotus could afford to slip up at 
Watkins Glen — and they did, a flat 
battery meaning that Clark started 
the race dead last, a lap and a half 
behind the ficld. But even this did 
not deter him, and he stormed 
through the ficld to- finish third 
behind the BRMs of Hill and Ginther 
fepeatedly breaking the lap record in 
the process; but for the flat battery 


East London 


Clark 
cd for all but part of the first lap and 


over a minute after ag 
tarting from pole position, It was his 
seventh pole position and his seventh 
win from ten races, and with second 
in Germany and third in the USA hi 


total points score for the season v 


3; to the Team Lotus total ¢ 


poor Trevor Taylor had contrib 


ted 
just one point, for sixth place at 
Monaco. 


s in a 
y aten until 

ces (out of 16) in 
Stewart's best was six 
ven races in both 1969 
ind Alain Prost equalled 


with seven wins from 16 

noth 1984 and 1988, But 

o-one has matched Clark's 70 

per cent success rate from 1963 and 
ve on this it would be 


to win 12 races in a 16 


nich is a very tall 


ace season. 
sder. Admittedly Grand Prix racing 
is now more competitive and 
much more professional than it 
was in 1963, but Clark and Lotus 


truly dominated Formula One then 
and came close to repeating the act 
in 1965 with six wins from ten races 
But in 1965 Clark only had six pole 
positions; perhaps he was beginning 
to rest on his laurels! 


as 


1964 FERRARI 250 GT LUSSO. Just restored 
finished in blue scuro with tan leather. ste 


1971 FERRARI 365GTB 4Daytona, Red with tan leathe 


respray and complete retrim. Ths is an earty, . 
Show car.36,000 warranted miles en 


1967 FERRARI 330GTC. Blue Chiaro with black 
weit 
Chrome Borrani wheets and onty 43,000 miles. 


1973 FERRARI 246 GT Dy Chisro: 
RurcleyEnginewing Extaraivtanton eecee 
1986 FERRARI 328GTS, Red and magna heather, i 
Stereo. 2 owners, 10,000 mites. Superb, ie 
1979 FERRARI 30871 


B. Finished in red withe 


Raving covered 48,000 mites beige le 


with tnree owners, F 


2 ier 
Laatre Baby Fervart'naa beer: maintaines 


Urgently look ted and: 
2908 Availanig °F ANY good e 


Pensive, maybe — but the man doesn’ see red any more 


hen Nigel Mansell, the Isle 
of Man's most famous resident, 
threw in his lot with Ferrari, 
misgivings were voiced in plenty: 
how would this archetypal Engl- 
ishman fit in at Maranello, 4 
hotbed of politics as well as the 
hub of a fervent Italian motor 
racing scene? The doubting 
Thomases have been silenced: 
Mansell sounds and appears more 
relaxed than at any stage in his 
10-year Grand Prix career. How 
come? 
Pm just able to view things in @ 
Much fairer light. I've got more ume 
to understand other people's prob- 
lems, whereas before | only had time 
to understand my own, and therefore 
it just makes the whole programme, 
for me, much more enjoyable. Last 


year at Williams was obviously a 
very, very bad year, everybody could 
see that, We finished two races; OK, 
the two races we finished we had 
two second places, but I got very 
little satisfaction from last year 
because we were caught in a situation 
of transition from having the, Honda 
engine and giving it away, then 
having @ reasonable car and playing 

with hydraulic ride which never 

worked and wrecked the car, and 
not finishing, But this year we've 
finished six races with two firsts, 
two seconds and two thirds (as of 
Monza). | mean, I can't complain too 
much, really 


ee 


ear 


1 joined Ferrari with basically a two- 
year plan, | said to them right at the 
beginning of the year, before | drove 
for them, that this year was basically 
a consolidation year to build for 
1990. But if you were to add up the 
points in the positions in the races 
that I've lost through unreliability, 
simple things going wrong, | could 
be actually competing this year, to 
a certain extent, for the World 
Championship. 

It has probably been far, far better 
than | could have ever imagined. It is 
like being in the inner sanctum of 
certain things - as long as you play it 
by the rules properly, and fortunately 
with me with my upbringing and 
with the police work | do, there are 
certain things you do and certain 
things you don’t, and | always believe 
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there is a right and there is a wrong, 
They laid down certain foundations 
in the beginning, certain parameters 
which basically fitted in with my Wa 
of life. It is what | believe in, 1 
what | have been bought Up wo 
believe in so | have just fitted into 4 
family | would want to fit into 
There is a code of practice that has 
to be continued because Ferrari's 4 
mystique, it is very, very special and 
there are obviously a hell of a lot of 
political things which go on which 
one would not deny. But at Ferrari | 
can be normal, be me, whereas other 
places I have been to | have had 
certain restraints which have basically 
made me very uncomfortable. 

The great thing about Ferrari is that 
they have accepted me for what | am 
and what I say, to a certain extent. | 
do not have to repeat everything and 
that is very satisfying. | do not have 
to ask twice for anything. I ask once 
and it is enough. In fact | am very 
careful in what I do say, because 
sometimes I make an odd remark, 
half joking, half serious, and they 
take it as gospel! Ferrari is the only 
team | have been with where if 
someone upsets them or upsets some 
of the people they are fond of, that 
person will be fired overnight, They 
do not mess around, 


While the bulk of this interview 
was conducted in Budapest, Nigel 
has subsequently learned that his 
team-mate for 1990 will be double 
World Champion Alain Prost. How 
does he react? 

tT have never worried who my team 
mate was as long as they are up and 
above board, and Alain is certainly 
up and above board, He is what | 
would call one of my few friends in 
the pit lane. We have played golf for 
the last ten years together. Alain was 
good enough to ring me and talk 
about coming to Ferrari. | do not 
think that I have ever been happier 
this can only make Ferrari stronger. i 
support his arrival for several reasons, 
including the knowledge that he 
could perhaps bring on the engine 
front. Alain is a good driver, and he's 
a very good test driver Between us i 
think we are Probably two of the 
best drivers in the pit lane for 
getting things done 

He is not like Nelson Pique; 
whatever problems there Bh # re 
past, there certainly won't be with 
Alain. I have driven alongside some 
great drivers, two or three World 
Champions and I have never really 
had too many problems on the track 
so doing the actual job has been 
reasonably comfortable for me. Off. 
track, yes, with some of them. 
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Where Gerhard Berger 
drives incredibly qu 


like I used to tw 


he 


drives 
years ago, Whereas now 


4 little bit more maturit 
get the car to do it. He < 
it himself. It’s taken a I 

to come to me and I hope 


to him as soon as it came 


with Alain there are a lot 

in saying that there wil 

a few minuses, but | do not fe 
uncomfortable with that situ 

At the end of the day you have to ask 


yourself, why is Alain leaving the 
best team now, the most competitive 

and the reason is that he is uncomf 
ortable there. There is another driver 
in the other car there who is totally 
committed, probably too much sc 

which makes Alain feel very uncomf 
ortable. Why should there be a 
problem with me? I think Alain is 
one of the few drivers in Formula 
One that appear to be at the right 

place at the right time, He has always 
been in a team with a good comp 
etitive car with perhaps an advantage 

I think throughout his Formula One 
career to be able to do that, as many 
times as he has done, you have to be 
clued up on a few more things. Now 
Lam starting to 

The getting of wisdom is more 
than a mere matter of sorting out 
racing cars, and securing the best 
advantage you can in those cars. 
What does Nigel feel his time at 
Maranello has taught him about 
himself? 

I have learnt that there are far more 
things in life than Formula One. | 
have learnt that Formula One is a job 
to be done and a job to be forgotten 
at times. I have learnt that if you are 
a little bit more understanding to 
other people they will sometimes be 
sympathetic to your needs as well. | 
have certainly learnt that no-one 

except myself, was terribly unkind to 
me in the last few years. | never gave 
myself a chance, | was doing too 
much. I was working with too many 
Sponsors but that was a situation that 
basically Williams, not deliberately 

Put me into. I did not deliberately 
Walk into it, either: it was a question 
Of circumstances where the team 
Was getting more and more sponsors 
1 was Betting more and more end 
Orsements and it is a treadmill that 
you can get on. You do not know 
whether to get off because money 's 
coming from all over the place and 
you do not like saying no. There are 
times when you are committed contr 

actually - you want to say no but you 
can't. What I have seen since coming 
to Ferrari, and the most refreshing 


the press ¢ 
er year because | tell tt 


Tuth. I think what has ha 


n the past is that people who have 
ome to Ferrari have come too early 
their careers. | have come later in 


ny career. The pressure that is there 
to try and keep things secret or 
whatever is not there for me because 
I do not try to keep any secrets. It is 
therefore so comfortable and easy 


for me to do my job. 


Mansell on the Ferrari gearbox 

A driver can adapt, and if the car's 
good he'll adapt very quickly. I've 
got used to ours, but there are 
certain drawbacks. We have found 
that having seven speeds on some 
circuits is a bit of a deficiency 
because it’s 0.1 or 0.2 of a second 
every time you change gear even 
with our box, so if you change gear 
one more time than other people 
you've got to make that up somewhere 


t r 
id be step, know 

ce imes you've 

: n, because yor 

ct *k at the 


¢ dashboard mo 
ft t has got a time lag 
‘ u you're in the wrong 


gear 

5 have to synchronise the 

mu have cal 5 

where you are in the gear. So long as 
re in step and concentrating 

there's no proble But I never 


realised before that sometimes you 


have the apability to relax your 


mind and just think about the race 


track or how things are going. then 


go back to the next gear, because as 
soon as you do that your hand's like 
4 computer, it instantly knows where 


is. Whereas 
(pressing butt 


you do that 


and left 


and you forget, especial 
braking area, if y st 


t's rather 


extra gear 


going into ac 


There are, too, cir s whe 
gearbox is a positive disadvantage 
I'm thinking of Monaco: the diffic 


part is you don’t use the ch o 
braking, although | didn’t realise 

Monaco until going 
year how much I use 


feed in and feed out. The 
part for me was coming 
tunnel flat in sever 


down 
motorbike gearbox - bang-bang-bang. 
bang - and | found some 


was us re 
problem was I used 1 
sixth to second, so I changec 


times instead 


ronise it with the ac ge 
a little bit quicker change; if you get 

wrong, then yo re engine 
and it slows down. V got a 
software f n there now that 


changes down eve 


s slowed 


more to save the engine save 
the gearbox: now that's good for the 
reliability of the gearbox, but the 


speed of the change has been slowe¢ 


up 

I would say that in its present form 
it’s advantage at all, But the 
diffe uld be that you 


niss a gear. But I've driven 
races in the past where I've 


made a mistake, never missed a gear. 
so it depends on your driver. If 
you've got a driver who is always 


crashing the gearbox and 
gears, then this gearbox is ge 
be a big help. @ 


BY GRAHAM GAULD 


This was no testing circuit like factory at Maranello and about t% 
Nurburgring, it was featureless and miles from the Maserati factory dows 
by the railway. Nearby in town there 
Was Stanguellini and in a brokes 
down garage at the circuit a young 
Argentinian racing driver called 
Alessandro De Tomaso built his ow® 
Cars. It is ironic that today that same 
Alessandro De Tomaso owns Masefal! 
and a lot more besides 

Even then, thirty two years 2g° 
the circuit was a dump. The hug‘ 
concrete blocks that made up (h¢ | 
ee eurace Were scarred by ae 
Cracks and everyone complain 
about how rough it was 

Mf you stayed there for a week Yo" 
Bot to know the pattern, Fert" 
Would arrive one day and Masett! 
the next, it was a polite arrangeme™ 
and there was rarely much secrec? 
Mind you one time I had a telepho" 
call at my hotel from Ferrari ¢™ 
‘Manager Romolo Tavoni to ask m¢ 
to the Autodrome that afte’ 


cy would have something 
s going to be a 
tell the gateman 


} Ferrari van 

r engined 

r built. Phil 

t drive Martino Severi 

ete ut and three 

. ert ar made its debut at 
with Ritchie Ginther 

se were magic oments and 

even then you could see that Ferrari 

were always more serious than 


Maserati 

On another occasion Maserati had a 
clutch of Grand Prix and sports cars 
out testing including the legendary 
V12 version of the 250 Fl. This beast 
was really only tamed by Fangio and 
Jean Behra, one using his great skill 
and the other his sheer bravery. On 
this occasion, however, the happy 
go-lucky Harry Schell was present 
and he was given the V12 mule to 
use. He was trying hard but as with 
others he couldn't get used to the 
power band which was very narrow 
and came in with a bang 

All the Maserati mechanics were out 
to see this and Schell, probably 
wanting to show off, glanced over at 
the pit counter as he changed gear 
and promptly missed the gear The 
engine screamed for a second and 
three of the mechanics immediately 
crossed themselves on the spot 
Three laps later and a wisp of smoke 
saw the testing finish for the day 
Modena was also a tragic place 
Eugenio Castelotti, one of Italy's many 
bright hopes of the fifties crashed his 
Lancia-Ferrari at the Esses and was 
killed and, worse still, Giulio Cabianca 
lost his brakes at the end of the 
straight, his car crashing straight 
through the wooden gates and out 
on to the Via Emilia itself where he 
was hit by a truck 

The last Modena Grand Prix was held 
there in 1961 when Stirling Moss 
won with a Lotus-Climax and from 
then on it was used for testing and 
by local car clubs. Then it was closed 
and houses were built on the site 

To anyone who visited the Autodrome 
at its peak in the 1950's there was no 
doubt that it was the centre of motor 
racing. It was the host circuit for 
Ferrari and Maserati and at that 
time they ruled the world. But now 
the Kingdom has gone, goodbye old 
friend & 
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second 
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“the option Ferrari had 
him? “It depends on my 
next year,” Larini said: 
t me to race for them I" 
ave to stay in this tea 
them only for 0" 
Ferrari in 1991." 


ich option they wan 
next year and for 


¢ 
ies 


pent 1989, driving fot 
lan Osella Ford t¢™ 


Rumours on pitlane said he was 
‘heading for Ligier in 1990. Were 
true? 

“| am speaking with Ligier,” Larini 
‘said. “I am speaking with Lola. 1 am 
peaking with Onyx. 

“The 25-year-old Larini is obviously in 
demand. He is currently the second 
youngest driver in Formula One, one 
day younger than Alex Caffi but older 
than newcomer Enrico Bertaggia who 
is still 24. 

Larini may be young, but he has already 
been racing for 13 years. Born near 
Pisa, Italy, Larini started racing go- 
karts at the age of 12. His family 
supported his racing, and in 1982 he 
joined a driver training programme 
administered by the CSAI which is 
the governing body of motorsport in 
Italy. 

“Then I did three years in Formula 
Fiat Abarth — and won a prize for 
being the best new driver in the 
Single-seater Fiat Abarth series in 
1983." 


Peitetws maybe itis! 


4 dapat Pcs! eas 


Who saia & was tough at 


He finished ninth in the 1983 cham 

pionship. The next year he won 
twice and placed third in the points 
standings. That season he also drove 
in Formula Three for the first time. 

In 1985, driving for Enzo Coloni’s 
team, he competed ina full season of 
the Italian Formula Three series. He 
finished sixth in the championship. 

In 1986 the Coloni team used Dallara 
chassis fitted with Alfa Romeo engines, 
and Larini and teammate Marco 
Apicella staged an intense duel for 
the Italian Formula Three champion 

ship. Larini scored five victories and 
won the title, 

The following season he made his 
Formula One debut at the Italian 
Grand Prix where he failed to qualify 
his Coloni. At the Spanish Grand Prix 
he managed to put the Coloni on the 
last row of the grid. His race lasted 
only eight laps before the suspension 


failed 
Larini compete: 


Grand Prix season. It was : 
year in the uncompetitive and unre- 


liable Osella turbo. He failed to 
qualify three times. His best finish 
that season was @ ninth at Monaco. 


Osella has a new chassis 
Nal th power. That's the 


d in the entire 1988 
twas a frustrating 


Larini and st 
zani have to prea oh z 
It hasn't been easy — in fact it has 


been the last straw for Ghinzant who 


is quitting Formula One at the end of 
the year. With the likes of Brabham 
in the first half of the season, and 
now Onyx and Lola in the pre- 
qualifying hour, making it past 9am 
on Friday has been extremely difficult 
To his credit, Larini has managed to 
compete in five out of the first 12 
Grands Prix this season, His best 
finish through the Italian Grand Prix 
w ninth at Imola, 

Larini isn't happy with the pre 
qualifying system. “I think that the 
pre-qualifying is not a good solution,” 
he said, “It is difficult because there 
are some teams in the pre-qualifying 
that are able to test one week before 
the race. 

Those teams obviously have an advan- 
tage over the teams that arrive with 
little knowledge about how to set up 
their cars for the circuit, And that's 
only part of the problem. “You have 
to do the pre-qualifying at 8 0° clock 
Friday morning,” Larini said, “without 
knowing if there is a problem with 
the balance or the tyres on the car. 
It’s difficult, but you have to go at 
the maximum right away It's dan- 
gerous, very dangerous.” 

What solutions would he suggest for 
pre-qualifying? “It is better to do the 
pre-qualifying on Thursday,” Larini 
said, “and to have one hour of free 
practice and one hour of qualifying, 
The most important thing is the free 
practice before the pre-qualifying 
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session, And not Friday morning at 8 
© clock, but one day before the 
official tice.” 
Larini ate it through pre-qualifying 
at Monza. His Italian Grand Prix 
ended after 16 laps with @ broken 
gearbox, but racing at Monza is very 
cial for Larini. 
me ts important for me,” he said. 
“because | have won very much at 
this circuit, | know it very well. And! 
did the best race in my life here. 
“It was in 86 in the Formula Three 
Lotteria Grand Prix. | did a 
time and was in a good starting 
position. And then I won after a very, 
very hard race,” , 
Away from the circuit, Nicola and his 
wife Barbara live in Viareggio, Italy. 

- How does he stay in shape for the 
rigours of Formula One? “I play 
squash and | jog,” he said. “I like to 
play golf, and every day I ride my trial 
bike. Every week | train two days in 
the gym.” 

Larini drives an Alfa Romeo 164 on 
the street. And, speaking of road 
cars... “My father is a car dealer,” 
Larini said, “and | think when I have 
finished Formula One that I will go 
with him to work in the same job. He 
sells Opels and Lancias.” 
When Gerhard Berger was injured in 
the San Marino Grand Prix this year, 
Ferrari gave Larini a test drive. He 
was to take Berger's place if the 
Austrian wasn't fit enough to race in 
Mexico, 
Comparing the Osella to the Ferrari, 
what was the thing that impressed 
Larini most? “The power, the balance 
everything was better!” 
Now at Monza, two years after he 
failed to qualify for his first Grand 
Prix, Larini had signed an option 
contract with Ferrari, Was it a dream 
come true for him? 
“Yes,” Larini said, “it is important for 
a driver to race for Ferrari, but there 
are other teams that are important. If 
you have a chance to race for Ferrari 
it’s good, but it’s better not to think 
about Ferrari when you are in anoth 
team, you understand? You think of 
oa it’s possible to go to 
ee one of the most 

}€ new crop of Formula 
drivers, that is a very strong ee 


‘say — Noa wih hes tavounte wedding present 


Pumping aor s mae hn MS 


Laon mann mary ways Nene anc hs wie Garels 


out of Formula ( 
Mt cident, the bubbly 
: ci colours 60 the 


s his ia 
vonditional backer of 
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His Ligier was we 
grid for the Br 
prix. Jacques es had ¢ 

kinds of problems ir 
wv iccident with Rosberg a 

all fire at Bottom Bend was 
Siting his 176th Grand from 
the 10th row, een humble 
Minardi of a talented 
‘Alessandro Nannini 
Laffite was 10 lone star at the back of 
the grid Just in front of him were 
the Lola-Ford of Tambay and Johans. 
son’s Ferrari. He had hoped for 
petter things, if only to justify all the 
compliments showered on him. That 
13th July, he was about to match 
Graham Hill's long Formula One 
‘career. Even the son of the late great 
champion himself, Damon Hill, had 
come to pay his respects: “Glad it 
was a driver like you who equalled 
my father's record 
Jacques was touched, and embarr- 
assed. For him there was no glory in 
accumulating a record number of 
Grand Prix starts: “What counts in 
Formula One is winning: winning 
faces and especially World Cham 
pionships. What do people find so 
marvellous about the number of races 
driven in someone's career?” 
Champion of the world was some- 
thing he had never been. But he had 
compiled enough wins — six — to 
fank among the great drivers in 
Formula One history, and not so far 
behind the very best 
He was going on for 43, and it was 
already being whispered — nobody 
Head have dared say it to his face 
a, of sparking off a storm —that 
Yet Pea Was on the horizon 
ta fite had just driven a model 
: ea month earlier, in Detroit. On 

for which he didn’t care one 

lU he had thrust his Ligier-Renault 
4827 ahead f ee 8 

ee Of teammate Rene Arnoux, 
man pened to be the quicker 
Jacques ac driving, aggression 

the oa I had what it took to run 
“i Be he proved by leading 
laps Olt Grand Prix for several 


starting 


startin} 


newcomer. 


It w. 

48 all the 
Cause 4 
“aPable 


( f 
Bier han dl 


more astonishing 
Nobody thought the Ligier 
Of such a showing. So a 
ed by old Laffite was 


even worse! But there it was, star 
us in the face: the little Frenc 
still had it in him. 

What he did not have that day was 
physical stamina — normally one of 
his leading qualities. Like all little 
fellows, all muscle and nervous 
energy, Laffite could hang on in 
there — usually. Carefree, impulsive 
he hadn't made a point of cating 
enough at lunchtime, as his physio 
Pierre Baleydier had advised. And 
right in the middle of the race he 
was hit by one of those raging 
hungers the cyclists in the Tour de 
France complain of. It hit him just 
after his tyre stop, and hit him hard 
when he saw PS on his pit board 
instead of the P1 he had been secing 
up till then 

In the public’s eyes it was a con 
vincing result for Laffite: second, 31 
seconds behind Senna, the same dis 
tance in front of Prost, the World 
Champion. Also behind him were 
Alboreto's Ferrari, Mansell’s Williams 
Honda and a few other big shots. It 


ing 
h pilot 


showed Laffite still had an honourable 
Part to play in Formula One 

He would have loved it to be that 
way at Brands Hatch as he took his 
176th start. That 13th Jul he'll 
fever forget the unlucky date — 
Jacques Laffite's last Grand Prix 
lasted only a few seconds. The time 
it took to wind up his powerful 
Renault turbo engi 
of 1000 horsepower. 


¢, feel the punch 

and notice, to 
his front and left, the cream-coloured 
Arrows of Boutsen swinging out very 
wide. Just time to judge that, being 
well over to the right, he could get 
Past the mayhem without mishap 
Suddenly Johansson’s Ferrari, just in 
front of him, turned broadside on to 
the Ligier. Surprised by the chaos 
breaking out behind Boutsen, Stefa 
had wrenched his steering whe 
round. Trying to avoid spearing into 
the Ferrari, Laffite turned sharp right 
too, And ended up on the grass. 
doing 75mph as he headed straight 
for the barriers 


above the tunnel 
entrance. His career ended in a 
dreadful crunch followed by lancing 


blows to his hips, legs and feet 
Three months of hospital and pain, 
then a trying, endless programme of 
rehabilitation, But happy mem 


outnumber the sad so heavily there 


es 


are no regrets for Jacques Laffite, no 
bitterness. He limps a little, can't 
play tennis as well as he did, and 
even the golf is not so easy. But he 
still races; in the Bigazzi team’s 


BMWs in the Italian Championship, 
where he ranges his talents alongside 
those of Tarquini, Martini, Pirro 
Ravaglia, Cecotto, Francia, racing 
regularly against them all. He is still 
fiercely competitive, especially when 
it comes to motor racing. 

How happy he was that February day 
in 1987 when he drove a Formula 
Three car at Nogaro, just to see if he 


could still do it and drove it with 


him now and then to look after 
routine testing. Laffite is still a 
te follower of the Gi 
Prix scene. If a TV or radio station 
would just think about it, he'd make 
a tremendous commentator: he comes 
‘out with simple statements of fact in 
2 spontancous way, 4 gift specialist 


Prost, which is 

— the happiest times of his career 
were spent with Ligier, and his heart 
is still with the “Blues, as they arc 
known in France. His feelings for 
Prost are more spontancous, more 
ambivalent too, Spontaneous, in the 
Sense that this is a pure friendship 
with no ulterior motive. In 1983, 
when Prost was going through a bad 
time with Renault, Laffite was the 
one who was able to help him most, 
just by making him laugh, persuading 
him to take time off to enjoy himself 
— a bit of golf, tennis, cards — when 


ing, it always been onc 
we oectves to do better than 

in Detroit, 4 few days 
he had done it in 
that Alain 


style. 
had gifts he, 
match, and that things were in their 
rightful place. Ligier and Prost, then. 
two subjects dear t0 Laffite’s heart 
Let's start with the conflict between 
Prost and Senna. How docs Laffite 
see i? “1 was never in that sort of 
position. Maybe a little bit with 
Patrick Depailler in 1979, as rivals, 
put that didn’t stop us being pals I 
woulda’t have stood for anything 
that poisoned our relationship, I'd 
have made concessions that neither 
Alain nor Ayrton is seemingly prepared 
to make. | was racing for my tcam in 
a way they're not 
“There's nothing unusual in rivalry 
between two teammates of their 
stature, it would be unusual if there 
were not. What is not normal is the 
stage it's reached. I can’t understand 
Alain’s reaction — and Senna’s 
our even less. Going back to 
1979, when Depailler 5 
came to Ligier, 
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another story. | : 

good than it did h ech MOFale py 
Patrick was concern Gamage. y 
was to encourage bet MY reat 
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that if yt n 
I was winning, it Cling 4, 


the JS it 
ia 1 was capable of ie 2 
as bound to win too An ree 
as when I made a ron iti 
mistake.”’ elias: 
So wh: 4 

at would Laffite haye d 

One jg 


ee Place? Would he h, 
Saree What would Hae ; 
abe cen? ‘I'd have stave 
er ren : is the answer Cine ; 
i Senna? You're always fj ti 3 
et with someone... He a ee 

re a ‘ 
en unhappy about the an a 
people behaved — Certainly seca 
e : enna, 
en Pai maybe. When a me 
aa olding together, it's time ; 
it up. He obviously had valid 


out 


for getting’ 
ded to leave 


sons 
ew gd dec! 
keen to pr 
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p pave pec? 

5d. only one WAY 
4. The Scuderia 


r epuilding process Ce 
dedic ated manager 
yg to Ferra 


irst choice 
in his grasr 
ite getting there I d 
time it was the rig 
sat the start of a br 
in will derive tre 
At Ferrari, th 


ferrari 
era, Alaii 


penefit from it 
gil hang oF his every word, rig 


to the top Jevels in Fiat itself. H 
influence will be enormous 
be fabulous for him. The 
Bpesence is felt all over the world 
their elegance, their passion. Every 
time he visits one of their outposts 
he will be greeted like a king, he will 
have some marvellous experiences. | 
envy him being in a position to 
achieve something which, for me 
will always be only a dream. You 
have to have been in Formula One 
and left it to appreciate the happiness 
it represents: racing at the top 
intense pleasure, a wonderful life — 
an Rerrari Alain will touch its very 
pe: 
Jacques Laffite cannot broach the 
subject of Ligier without linking 
ene to Renault's return to 
— la One, which happened in the 
aos ins exclusive partnership 
illiams, to the detriment of 
every French team — espec 
oa especially Ligier 
$ perfectly natural for Renault t 
have chosen a ; h 
Willians” an association with 
iS’, Laffite says. There was 
better option, Will fouly 
P , Williams was the only 
lop team available. I'd t 
=e ‘d have gone 
Bs 1d ha © road, but unlike 
h ve a 
iia Mmcench (gs for a second 
Wiican : team, and not just any 
Ligier. The public would 
Welcomed th 
from Renu al, aS a nice gesture 
oe — nice to Ligier, nice 


Was a ar time since there 
Tench car that was 100) 
“Why 13 
ll you may say, why not 
ple, been AGS? The answer is 
team in i. Ligier has long been 
most ean h blue, it remains 
t a is ible standard-bearer 
Dame. Sle € tradition behind its 
throu . eenchman through and 
i. hi I react and I'm 
: h public Re proportion of the 
Lgice Would Would react as well 
deserve such a show of 


ne, 
alba aie and not on 
Mctured Sq alone. He has just 
Bing it a sot is team completely, 
Solid technical basis, and a 


ped new factory at 
and with a circuit on 


superbly-equip 
Magny-Cours 

its doorstep. What Ligi 
top-flight technical co-ordinator 
cal infrastructure ts 
is fantastic 


ier needs Most 


isa 
The whole techni 
the factory 


in place 
building their own 


they're now 
carbon fibre monocoques and it's 
high-class work. The work on the 
track is Cop quality (00 it's only a 

from what they re 


short step now 
doing at Ligier t 
results. They need 
enough to pull toget 
that Ligier has set i 
Magny-Cours they have all itt 


do great things and for me all Guy 
jo now IS find the keystone of 
ea technical director 
nard, Head oF 


9 achieving first-rate 
ymeone strong 
her everything 
n motion. At 
akes (0 


has to d 
the whole edific 
in the same class as Bart 


Murray ; 
The words of Jacques Laffite koe = 
and still in love with Formula One 
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| ee Plumbed the depths 
season, Arnoux can't get bak 
again. This time it can't all be pur 
down to the car. Time to enter the 
Sontessional: with all the si 
jonesty and clari : 
such a rare Tomo See 
“Poor old Rene’s finished. Qualifyis 
isa bigger and bigger mountain {¢ 
him to climb, because he's an 
motivation. And did you Paget 
happened at Monaco or Silve: 
Absolutely crazy, some of his Moves. 
He blocks dangerously 
you'd think he'd last some of his field 
of vision! Maybe we should be thinking 
of drugs testing in Formula One. And 
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= 


set , 
him" lk about it, irs 


PEST ETE 
fees 
Hi ty 4 

age fig 
pietilz! 


it wasn't so bad after all Maybe 
Needed more development, mor ti 
Maybe a team like McLaren ¥° 
have known how to make it WT |, 
“We still don’t know what it - 
that car that didn’t work”, he e%?l 
“Taken on their own, the % 
tunnel, chassis, suspension Yi en 
all gave exceptional results but wale 
you put it all together the xe 
thing just didn’t work. Its WE ine 

4 troublesome factor. A" ip 
Mechanical complexity 4! esti” 
The J531 was a very difficult *- of 
Bet the best from and, bec” 

|. difficult to develop. ot ane 
And yet, the: day Ligi¢’ P 
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CO : Fc me it look 
packiOB tines were Soft 
jee eg volumes just 
pala that worried © 

y thimplexit) for me 
4 at should be sime 
a E rime in complet 
si 4 ng it The rest 
ae the lovely 


Rene foun 

‘to swallow. | 
sadly, we sa 
f what it was doing 
Half-an-hour after Saturday q 

i js motor home, Rene 
by a handful of 
“Yes, I snappe i 
Not so much about not 


ake a baby 
ap g — a sportsman must always 


ared for the worst 
pecause | had just been fighting 
pard with myself and with ac : that 
would not run properly. Some drivers 
seta good time with a single lap Id 
just put in 20 laps on the very limit 
For nothing. One or two tenths 
wouldn't have helped — ! needed 
seconds. And nobody can imagine 
what it’s like to do 20 laps in those 
circumstances, expecting to go off 
flirting with a spin every second. You 
have to live through moments like 
that, that level of pressure and stress 
to understand. That’s why I snapped. 
Arnoux is still on those limits because 
the JS33 is no more competitive than 
the JS31. Even worse, he is so caught 
up With his own obsession he forgets 
Where he is — and that brought him 
Some deeply-felt criticism from col 
leagues at Monaco and Silverstone 
Today people call him unthinking, 
dangerous and this year's British 
Grand Prix saw a fierce flare-up 
between him and Thierry Boutsen 
aig been one to bite the hand 
One Pir ad but you know, Formula 
worn its y al what it was: it hasn't 
Saiki development well 
orward relationships have 
BOne, in fact there aren't any relation 
ships, any at Sr its 
Come false mosphere. Eve rything 's 
ABEression € and hypocritical. There's 
y? Ria the air the whole time 
R ey! That's all that matters. 
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PH oe 
Reece! 
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know people refer t 
me it’s no —andic 
work, private testing 
me. Nor docs being 
me the chance! Surc Bins 
take their toll, but re ne 
enjoy racing as m 
belong in a cocks 
wet of in a pack of « 
give it up? The only « 
is doing it by halve 
no Senna in the sc 
fight the passing of 
my place.” Does 
Patrese, De Cesaris, ( 
of lacking motivation 
been in the job nearly 
Amoux counters psychological factoey 
with his own technical Arguments 
Everything about the JS33 was new 
not just on the technical level hy in 
the whole approach and that 
completely threw Arnoux. "| had 
terrible problems adapting to it 
With no testing behind me | was 
absolutely lost in Rio muddling 
around in the settings. Basically | 
think the JS33 is sound, it reacts 
perfectly to different set-ups, Sadjy 
for me it has nothing of the classic 
Grand Prix car I've had to drive up 
till now. That is essentially down to 
the technical approach of the engin 
cers, who fall into two schools these 
days. On the one hand, McLaren and 
Ferrari, whose cars are very stiff but 
allow some suspension movement 
on the other, Benetton, March, Arrows 
and others whose chassis are devoid 
of all movement 
Heaven help anyone like Ligier or 
Lows who tries to keep a foot in 
both! Nowadays we're up against real 
karts which allow no compromise ~ 
fot even in driving. A flowing, precise 
style of driving is no good any more 
You have to be savage with the 
wheel, rely on brute strength. not 
Aatural at all. I have to force myself 
to do it, It’s as if, after 10 years of 
driving a big American limousine 
you bought yourself a Porsche oul 
And those brutal reactions are wor 
still when you've got to get the 
‘Utmost out of the car.’ a 
But what about Grouillard’s 8° - 
Performances at the start of 
season? “Olivier — and | am ver 
Pleased for him — was in his clemet 
Straight away: his Formula 300° us 
Worked on the same suspense 
Principles, with less than 20m P e) 
with the return to atmos nes 
engines he didn’t have to get (0 8 
With turbos. So he's not goinB © 
by the 80 horsepower Pet ix 
@ Mitre and a 3.5-litre MBiN® og 
Now the two are performing, “ae ie 
less equally, So the limit iso ve 10 
‘ut technical, Even if it’s 
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he Ligier team lack 
Technical Director 
ogress The only 
following in Formu 
vis McLaren. You 0 
a few minutcs 
ynderstand it is perf 
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clean. organ 
f It makes you 


rc ight, McLaren pr 

work! tae biggest budget, the 

engineers, but 
Bee oes organisation are trum 
. And those can easily be 
ards eS bear. At Ligier, too m 
have been allowed to slide 
to Guy about it several times 
jhe soon got the message: reorg 
his team, took on new staff 
Fhe only thing missing Is that 
Technical Director, the co-ordinator 
without whom no real progress can 
be made: a leader who can bang his 
fist on the table, delegate, make the 
fight decisions." 
Guy Ligier has indeed moved things 
nilong. New staff, yes, but also an 
Wiloclave, a track and shortly a wind 
Tunnel. Only one problem: the nation 
nilities of his key men. English 
ean, Brazilians, French... not 
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{ranre and rhe single skin alonimivm 
monocoque Mave almost reached their 
developinent Yan: and thie availability 
of high performace composite mat 
erialy, sich a> carbon and kevlar 
fibres i Stifable matrix renin systems, 
has ongbled the designers to take the 
mechanical pertormance and’ safety 
Jewels of, Chassis design to much 

of levels. coupled with a new 


“wiflticse2 Tis mes 
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sto Moreno 15 optimistic 
despite the fact that by 
qalian Grand Prix, the 12th 
4 of the season, he had only 
in three races. Optimistic 
the fact that since the British 
Mountir 2 Prix he had failed to pre 
3 for five consecutive races 
Silverstone Moreno has had to 
the ranks of the pre-qualifiers. 
de the tough going for Moreno 
Coloni team even tougher. 
¢ all the frustrations, the 
-old Brazilian is enthusiastic 
his future. At Monza, after 
to pre-qualify for the Italian 
d Prix, Moreno explained why 
it’s part of the deal of your 
ir in Formula One"’, he said 
. If you don't have any 
you most likely go to the 
ims and have to pre-qualify 
Mate thing this year has 
Our new Coloni was only 
the Canadian Grand Prix; 
n ee Season was gone. And 
: mand now we have done 
ioe eee testing 
ir ic problem so 
Bs testing we have done 
2 lot, but we 
¢ other people 
Behting with us id on 
vhs half a 
bit. So Rick s ~ second 
Mot enough NS ave done 
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lie 


also competed in the American CART 
Indy Car series. He drove in five Indy 
Car races in 1985 and then did a full 
season in 1986 behind the wheel of a 


Galles Racing Lola 
What are the differences between 


driving a Formula One car and an 
Indy Car? 
‘The Indy Cars still have ground 


Moreno says, “and they are 
much heavier cars so you have to 
work harder with the brakes. The 
time it takes to stop an Indy car 's 
much longer than for a Formula One 
car, Plus we use carbon fibre brakes 
in Formula One which are a lot 
better than the normal steel disc 
brakes that they us¢ in Indy Cars. 
“In Formula One you arrive in the 
corner much later with your font 
still down on celerator, while 
in the Indy Car you 

braking a long time 
Formula One a! } 
the brakes very quickly an“ anes 
corner. In @ 
slower. It is mor 


effect 


One was before 
licks pete the carbon fibre 
foes ae the Indy Cars are 
ie acceler; 
quicker in Formula ( bee 
a lighter car, so yc ar toe ne 
in a Fergal a time of reaction 
mula One car has . 
quicker. But this is one Nhe 
roulailion 6 one of the things 
Formal One yo goa it a 
sic inane rt whole race. In 
use Strategy to 

achieve the end result, because 
normally at least once in the race 
you are very likely to get a yellow 
flag where everyone closes up behind 
the pace car and you have another 
Start 

In Formula One you also have 
strategy, but you don't slow down so 
much as you do in the Indy Cars. In 
the Indy Cars you get at least three 
or four pitstops during a short race. 
So a lot depends on teamwork — pit 
stops, fuel and tyres 

With the Indy Cars you have five 
mechanics who are allowed to work 
on the car — so you have two to put 
in fuel and three to change tyres. In 
Formula One you have as many as 
you like. That's why we can do 
quicker pitstops in Formula One 
than in Indy Cars. 

So, because you have to stop so 
many times in Indy Cars, the team 
works with you, making the decision 
¢ in at the right time when 


to com 
t might make 


the yellow flag is out I 


you win a race. 
‘Not to say that one 1s better than 


the other. ! like both. | really rate 
Indy Car racing, and I will still drive 
an Indy Car one day. 
“But it is very crucial to be young to 
mula One. In Indy Cars 
you can start 4 bit later. That's why 
after my experience in America which 
1 liked very much. I decided to come 
back here and go # Step down in the 
formula to 3000. And to try again in 


Formula One while 1am still 30. 4 


start in For 
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People love to argue about the merits 
of Formula One drivers versus Indy 
Car drivers. having competed in both 
series, how does Moreno view it? 
“You have to try to understand what 
I have said before about the reflexes.” 
he says. “It is most difficult to slow 
your reflexes down for Indy Cars. So, 
it's a matter of getting used to it. I'm 
sure that an Indy Car driver jumping 
into Formula One would have a very 
_ hard time to pre-qualify. He can get 


used to it, but not in one race. It’s 


the same if a Formula One driver 

goes into Indy Cars. It works both 
ways, I could not say one is better 

than the other. 

“What I like very much about 

in America is the way people work 
_ together and the friendships you can 
make within the field. Nobody tries 
to stab you in the back, It’s a friendly 


One. And 2 nd chat | am making 


will still fight. That's my 
ssi in life: | am here to 


win.” 


Far left Roberto has spe! 


Above Heavier, faster 
Roberto in 1986 Indycar a 
Below. Faster reflexes req 


Bottom left: The Lotus ther 
too: Roberto had his first ta: 
injured Nigel Mansel! at Zan 
Bottom right: Long, hard look ! 


Hind you, hen 


D.. I really say last time that | 


was looking forward to Spa? I know 
the place takes its name from people 
Boing there to take the waters, but 
the Weather we had to take at this 
Year's Belgian Grand Prix was just a 
little too watery! 
ul os 
avery special circuit as far 
hh ie drivers are concerned, For 
Ws One in parti 
a N particular it was even 
fs au Special this year 
— S0ini i ye 
ided with my birth 


as race day 
day - and no 
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i feet admit how old | was! 
‘ ugh I had tried to keep it 
» Someone 
“incidenc 
Ved a pig 
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Oty fin. 


Was bound to spot 
and sure enough, | 
Bla irthday card signed 
My friends in the paddock 
ges Tyan I peed some of the 
nies hag hau Cay none of my 
Soa ing ay ght to add a word! 
“ate n didn’t really put a 
fabri fee a all. You're coming 
It ser in Pec to a natural 
Wonderful Ardennes 
With more character 
than any other left in 
M Grand Prix racing 
H aad difficult to find a 
ary Y challenging, and 


Mery, ang 
"dition 


YS it's y, 
Blt tha. 
or 
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S the cel Be iS certainly that 
c, aerated corner called 
ich literally means 


THE 
DEREK WARWICK 
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Red Water”: I recke they she 

have re-christened it W 

this year! In the dry, it's! 

in the wet, it’s flat in filth ‘ 

is one honky corner The rest of 
challenging. 


circuit is almost equal a 
We thought the l SE&G Arrows cou 
i 


dso it proved, 
be competitive there and so its 


ather. When 


thanks in part to the we ae 

it rained for Friday's quall Es ie 
ad of many 0) 

sixth-quickest ahea Bi 


cars. 


engined 
as n dances 


were doing fair 
qualifying s¢ sion. 
it stayed ™ 

¢ caught out 4 
‘or those 


multi-cyli 
course Wwe 
for Saturdays final 


but they didn't work, 
and we 80 


g the cat up f 


nore 


or less dry, 
little in settio 


That meant | start J 
position made hare 
' he I 
have been by the 
ix car at 


yu are in a Gran 1 
r straight in the 
f you, 


When y 


cars ahea' 


what's 


ee a cloud 0 
b 


yourself if 
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{dle of it has had a 


spin 
The people at 5 
work (0 


pa had done a 


increase ¢ 


deal of 
angle 

some of 
welcome 


run-off areas 
with wide run-ol 3 
the corners being partic 


What they hadn't 


ularly 


Racing in the wet wai 


done - and I suppose, in view of its 
traditions, couldn't do - was cut 
down the trees, which make the 
visability aspect even tougher. Rain is 
fine if you practice in it, can give 
yourself a bit of breathing space, but 
in the race, up underneath someone 
else's gearbox, it’s a different story. 
You must simply have blind faith in 
the men around you, and I have to 
say 1 was very impressed with the 
way everyone drove. Sure, there were 
the odd little incidents, but nothing 
dramatic, and I think that proved 
these guys are the best in the world 
As for my own race, the car was 
excellent in the wet at the start, but 
began to handle less well as the track 
dried a little. I couldn't quite get on 
terms with Sandro Nannini, and there 
was a minor problem in the later 
stages with Andrea De Cesaris - he 
kept spinning in front of me, no 
fewer than three times! But I managed 
to miss him and go on to collect 
another point for sixth place, which 
was another special reason to rem- 
ember Spa - it was my birthday, after 
all, and if you can't give yourself a 
present, who can? 
But I don’t just want to finish sixth at 
the odd Grand Prix: | want to chall- 
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enge for the rostrum - not inherit it, 
but challenge for it fair and square 

And that’s why the Italian Grand Prix 
at Monza was so important for me - 
because it brought the public ann- 
ouncement of my move, in 1990 to 
join Lotus. 

When I was a kid, I can say with hand 
on heart that Ferrari and Lotus were 
the two teams | always looked to. 
Now - and I'm certainly not a kid 
anymore! - I'm a realist, and although 
the Lotus team's glittering history is 
important, what matters even more 
is the future, and working within a 
eeeruciared team to make that future 
The Way I see things at the moment 
We've very much got two divisions in 


im Only laughing becay 


as said Serio, 1 
xe 8 0K frwara a gy 


Ne | CBP Understand what Manin 


al Year with arising 


Formula One. In Division 1, the Hondas 
Williams, Ferraris - and then Division 
2, with USF&G Arrows, my current 
team, March, Benetton and others 
We're very much on top of Division 
2, which is very nice - but I feel it's 
time for the promotion to the premict 
league, if I can put it that way, and! 
believe Lotus is the place where ! 
can achieve that. In fact | was first 
offered a drive at Lotus in 1984 and 
then almost joined them at the end 
of 1985, and last year too, So You 
could say Derek Warwick in a Low 
is long overdue 

You may remember I said at the time 


at 
of the German Grand Prix th 
- 

Hockenheim was the place nee 
pou 


traditionally, all the buzz begins 2" 
who's going where next yea i 
wh ‘and for how much! We 
before Hockenheim | was already 
talking to several teams Lot 
Obviously, but 1 also had 
ations with Williams, with Ber 
and to stay where 1 am Ww 
thought, not just a possibility 
Something more than that ieee 
Hockenheim things intensified 

after the German race | Wen ing 
Lotus and spent two days 10°" 5 
round, talking to people, 8 


conver? 
netton 


put 
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dd, Lotus Cars 


the 
ny. the group © 
efi ‘am. And I've put 


this: the grour 


ge 


ake ith Lamborghini er 
L: > with 

ing too: like Lotus, they « ct 
a rous road cars on the 
f racing success, and wins ar 
re ¢ shall be going for as soon as 
or possi le. Mauro Forghieri is 
oman yst successful Formula 


propane builder of all time 


such questions as the 
reliability are a prob 
y much went into all 
igned my contract and 

they're happy that 
ply two teams If 


that before I si 
iim happy that 
they can supp’ ore i 
lamborghini engines are blowing ue 
right, left and centre, and getting 
blown off by Ferrari, it's not part 
icularly good for their image, so I'm 

sure that will be taken care of 
Nice, too, to have a new young team 
mate in Ulsterman Martin Donnelly 
He’s someone I’ve watched come up 
for a number of reasons. | was 
following Formula Three when he 
was doing well there, and my little 
brother Paul took over Martin’s drive 
I also noted the start to Martin's 
Formula 3000 career, when he took 
over from Johnny Herbert, grabbed it 
with both hands and won first time 
Out at Brands Hatch, The guy is 
a Bood, to the point where 
who wan my injury, they asked me 
twas aie KO stand in for me -and 
know ic. S name I came up with 
8 quick, and sensible, | 


knew h 

le would b: - 

One piece. ring my car home in 

And - 

decent When I can understand his 

Understandi already have a good 
im eens with him! I said to 
fore. Ive said in this column 


‘in 
95 Motor racing you spend 
of 8) P 
You 
lave 
always to get on together, and | 
my teammate's very 
ink I can teach him 


ey > looks upon me as 
‘iter, =a oi can help him become 
ul Would be gre 
on hat © great if we 


Y toes Re? going to keep me 

“te 5 ‘at's for sure - but don’t 
Ce) 

Ne of P him on his as well! 


5 Rte = 
benditwourgit” With USE&G Arrows 
bee ttse this pare been no hardship 
a ea and sponsor have 
ay © and I'm very much 
aba family. F, 
hap Y- For the last two 


alm, 
Ost three years | have 


been with USF&G Arrows and the 


team has developed from a top-10 to 
a top-5 team in that time. I'd like to 
think I had something to do with 
that. But the appeal of that fresh start 
was just too strong - and I'm glad | 
didn't have to base my decision on 
what happened to our team at Monza 
We started off badly, and things 
never improved. First day, lots of 
problems, including a couple of tyre 
de 


aminations, a tyre blistering, never 
getting any consistent running. So 
we went into afternoon qualifying 
with a bit of an unknown package 
my first lap was a 28.8, my second 

Well, let me just say it was a 
commitment [ was quite proud of 
The two Lesmos were very exciting, 
and the Parabolica was fun as well! 
Anyway, I put in a 28.0, which was a 
little bit better, | think, than the car 
was prepared to do 

Next day it was wet in the morning, 
we fitted a new engine, but never 
really got it to run except when the 


: ent out 
rain stopped. Afternoon I went ¢ 


AME, 
GAME, 
* 


Dut it Was just the 
aun never improved, Eddie Chee. 
Mren't qualify, and it was just a bit 
I think we lost a bit of 
and it wasn't helped in 
f Thad to retire after 18 
engine kept cuttin 
iB out 
4 fuel feed problem One of 


weekends you'd rather 
to history 


Same, so | 


of a disaster 
credibility 
the race itsel 


those 
consign 
ee I've still got a lot to 

year, but ! already feel 
Very enthusiastic about 


next yea 
because ae 


all the ingredients are right 
I'm a realist: I could say to you, we're 
going to be winning from the off, and 
all that sort of stuff, but the way I 
look at it is that 1990 is going to be a 
difficult year for us. New engine 
new drivers... But what we have got 
's a long winter in which to get 
urselves very much into shape, both 
Physically and within the car and 
team, and I think we can go out 
there, run consistantly in the top six 
ind challenge for the podium. We're 
not going to win the first three races, 
or anything like that - but we can 
challenge for the podium, and that 
for me is a big step forward 

The days leading up to Monza were 
of course, as hectic as ever: two days 
at Lotus, which was quite heavy 
negotiation with contracts and things; 
then, on the Friday in Jersey, we 
opened the new Honda dealership 
on the island of Jersey, You see, | was 
determined one way or another t 
get my hands on a multi-cylinder 
engine for next year! Seriously, it's a 
400,000 investment, and for me it 
was a big occasion - and also quite a 
lots of speeches, the big 
and on 


heavy day 
boss from Japan was over 


Saturday and Sunday we had all the 


island's Honda owners come and see 


me, It seemed only appropriate ‘0 
: le, so when 
ighten things up @ little, $0 ¥ 


announced at the launch 


4 raided to come on with complete 
befits somebody looking after ot het 

yple’s motor cars! One way 0 
ey water seems to be a rec 
as in this column these 


irrent theme 
ey already pre 


stieve we're 
beli ae 


Hard (0 for the 


write 
paring, as | Wt 
European races | 
Estoril and Jere? 
of Monace 
ie ye [wo circuits 
Jot bette 


of another s¢ aon 


may not have the 
) or the frenzy 


could 


ou 
glamou 
za, but thos 
Monza, bu aa 
pit the chinking dei ss aes 
st se uc 
and our © i we might 
diss 
platant Powe pmol 
an be in the PF 
eve 


the short 


ar won't 
advantage 
on stakes | 


term as well 


* 


After announcing that he 
was moving to Ferrari next 
year, Alain Prost arrived in 
the garage to find his 
McLaren mechanics had 
placed a plate of pasta on 
the seat of his race car. 
Whether Alain ate the 
evidence is not known... 


nul 


When Luis Perez Sala crashed heavil 
at Monza, a medical safety car rushe. 
of the aceldent. The exuberant driver of th 

‘spun three times when he tried © safety vehicle 
chicane. No-one was hurt. 


Ouch! On the Thursday before Monza Grand Prix weekend, Gabriele 
Tarquini was being fitted for a seat in his AGS. At one point the 
likeable Italian sat forward, leaned back again - and squeezed some of 
the special chemical used for the moulding out over the top and on to 
his unsuspecting head, “Well”, he managed to joke despite failing to 
pre-qualify, “nobody can blame me for not trying everything - even my 
haircut was aerodynamic!” 


Don't be fool 
ed by Alex 
Caffi's tired 
expression 


: in Saturday Pratice 
4 doctor to the scene 


to Negotiate the first 


‘| Monza, TY’ 


e Pitfall, which might have been no joke: at 
rrell driver Jean Alesi had his Friday quality 
ing times wiped out because of a technical infringement 
Bite endplate of his 018's rear wing, here anxious! 
sxamined by Harvey Postlethwaite (centre, head: 
phones on, bending 


Genvin 


The offending item was duly fixed, but Alesi 

only ended when the threat of rain pa 

Saturday and he qualified comfortably 
Were the team orders 
issued? Nelson Piquet’s 
Lotus contract gives him 
number one status, but 
there was evidence 
Satoru Nakajima was 
actually trying to knock 
his team leader out in 
the Spa garage (shades 
of the Senna-Mansell 
shoot-out a couple of 
years earlier). Surprised 
spectators were witn- 
esses to a prank by two 
Lotus mechanics dressed 
up in the drivers’ over- 
alls and helmets. Said 
mechanics also signed 


Pi 
iene May have found life 
10 joke lately, but as our 


fe shi ” Be L 
ae he retains his sense of “Nelson” and “Satoru 
Bhioying whe” Tyrrell seems autographs for those 
B embrangy (MIS POst-drivers who had still not got the 
joke. 


Phot 
‘ ; ‘ 
lous 2 Phers’ dinner at Monza gave some of Ino 


MS by; ‘ n 
Nd, oe including PEI’s Keith Sutton and Jone 

Mowae chance to play a joke on fellow-lensmor 
famen 1 whose birthday it was. The cunning 
Sting b; Old their italian host Snowden wes 

Itthday number 64, and his 40th year In 


Unsuspecting host made formal ann 


Nt in dand bowed 


the jo oAtive tongue, Nigel smile 
tor Niew IS not iy ant 63... Serious, E 
BE! took it all in good part - didn the 
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RENAULT CLOTHING 


10. World Champions: 8, 6, 6, 5. 3.3.5. 
2,1. 
How have we arrived at this 
breakdown? 


Please send entries to 


The Ultimate GP Quiz Part 3, 
First Frost Ltd, 

Lyon Road, 
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Wimbledon SW19 2SE 


Please and 
remember to print your name 
address, 


15th 
Entries close on Wednesday: 1aKe 
1989. The prize draw 19 
On Thursday 16th Novembe! 4 by 
£23 the winner will be notified 
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Post race commentary 
interviews from each 


O898 4 


00-122 


AND 38» (STANDARD~PEAK) PER MINUTE INC VAT 
NE ELEPHANT HOUSE. LONDON NW1 8NP 


REA 


ing is obsessed with 


GRAND PRIXDATABOOK: «t,o golf, motor raci 
Formula 1 ieee Facts and statistics: fastest this, slowest that, most 

"Figures date, ‘of those, fewest of them .  - 
coy agg David Hayhoe's book is, in many #25, 


the answer ro a statistician’s dream. 


Driver by driver — of those currently in 
Fl action — and team by team, it 
analyses records up to the end of the 1988 
_ season, Which current driver won the 
German Alfasud Trophy in 1981? Or the 
Macau Grand Prix in 1985? Who drove 
for eight FI teams in as many seasons? 
Which team’s address is Via Ascari 
55/572 Where should you write to apply 
for autographs of a Minardi driver, or 
pictures of your favourite star? All that 
information is here, and if basic informa- 


Yroadly speaking, Grand Prix fans 
de into two camps: those who love the 
tacle of speed, and those who prefer 
answers to questions such as who, 
where, when and why? Like crick- 


information, then Nigel Mansell adds his 
own impressions of that particular venue, 
before embarking upon a ‘flying lap’ 
Uenioned by clear and readable dia 
grams. Each section is completed by 
‘fact file’ of lap records, pivots es. 
and the achievements of Mansell himself 
upon a given track. 


SPE: 


a 


tion is what you se¢ look no further 

The book also offers a World Cham 
pionship survey, with qualifying perform. 
ances, top six, and so on from 1988 
backwards, and a table of individual 
performances year by year, as well as a 
‘Greatest Achievements’ section. 

While it may satisfy the limited palate of 
the statistician, this volume misses out 
drastically on the life-blood of the sport 
its colour, its variety, its infinite visual 
appeal. Not only are there no photographs 
or illustrations, there is not the simplest 
graphic device to break up the slabs of raw 
data. Comprehensive it is, fun it isn't: it 
may take irs place on your shelf, but it 
may not be taken down too often 


‘obviously an opportunity for overtaking’ 
— bur that is an irony the authors could 
never have envisaged; and it is an 
unfortunate fact of publishing life chat 
they could nor wait for the first-ever race 
at Phoenix before the volume went © 
press. These are minor quibbles, just as ° 
the disappointment that a man whose 
middle name, like Derick’s, is Din 
could nor get the spelling of GiusepP® 
Farina right! 

If Harry Clow’s paintings maki 
impact on the reader, the use of photo” 
graphs is much more intelligent, lending 
the book a sense of space, of panoram» 
even though the physical reproduction of 
those pictures may be less chan perfect 
Here, as in the text itself, chere is « HPP? 
blend of the historical and concempom’) 
Which reflects the success of the book  ¢ 
whole: while there may be much talk of 
Tatios, there is also a sense of proportion 
and balance that makes this * most 
fe expression of a working Pat 
Rership between one who does and °° 
who describes. 
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